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THE DARING OF JESUS 


One 
THE DARING OF JESUS 
Matthew 16:18 


Peter said and did many foolish things; but 
when he exclaimed: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God,” he reached the highest 
and sublimest confession of which man is capa- 
ble. All his blunders and mistakes fade away 
before these majestic words and he forever 
stands before us as one of the tall sons of the 
morning. 

Furthermore, this confession so pleased and 
heartened our Lord that He replied to him in at 
once the most challenging and daring utterance 
recorded in the world’s literature. “And upon 
this rock I will build my Church and the gates 
of death shall not prevail against it.” Such a 


Sweeping statement as this from the Christ 
I 
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could have been called forth only by the most 
far-reaching and significant utterance. 


I 


Let us first consider the circumstances and 
conditions under which Jesus made _ this 
promise. Possibly world conditions were never 
worse than then. There were no far-away 
rims of light that promised a brighter day. An 
awful spirit of paganism, deadly and impene- 
trable, held sway over the nations and shrouded 
the whole social system in a black night of 
despair. It wasasordidage. Men and women 
counted for but little. Only kings and rulers 
counted. Humanity was in a horrible welter 
of confusion and hopelessness. The haughty 
city on the Tiber ruled the nations with an iron 
hand. The imperial Czesars almost dictated the 
words men spoke. Palestine itself was but one 
of the small provinces of the powerful empire 
of Rome. 

A gorgeous and striking symbol of current 
paganism was the Temple of Diana which 
stood at the foot of Mount Hermon. It was 
backed by the powers of Rome. But the Christ 
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of God stood under the very shadow of that 
symbol of pagan power, and without a falter, 
made the declaration of the text. And when 
He did so, He was not financially able to run a 
sandwich stand in a back alley of His loved 
Jerusalem. It is not recorded that He ever 
actually held money in His hand but twice; once 
when He asked for a penny with the super- 
scription of Cesar, and the other time when 
He sent one of His Disciples to the sea to get 
sixty-two and a half cents from the mouth of 
a fish in order that He might pay His poll tax 
and qualify as a citizen of His country. His 
friends were made up for the most part of the 
very poor, such as Galilee fisherfolk. Three 
men of means gave promise of following Him. 
One was a Disciple, but secretly. Another was 
a coward who came with misgivings to Him 
and who went away by the route of the night. 
To the other He made His offer of the eternal 
riches, but he went away. It would seem, 
therefore, that the statement was nothing more 
than the fevered outburst of a dreamer who 
failed to read the signs of the times, and was 
unfamiliar with his own limitations. 

Yet Jesus dared to launch the infant Church 
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under these conditions. How impotent and in- 
significant and hopeless would seem such enter- 
prise! How hopeless appears the prospect! 
What will this Jewish dreamer with a handful 
of Judean fishermen as followers be able to ac- 
complish against the tyranny, superstition, and 
powers that existed in that world order! Of 
all the daring enterprises that were ever 
launched on the wide sea of human endeavor, 
it seems to me that there is none comparable 
to this. Kings and conquerors and armies have 
utterly failed in even less daring endeavors. 
Enterprises far smaller than this, backed by 
whole empires, have come to naught. Others 
have dreamed their Utopian dreams only to 
find them in the end burned out to death ash. 


mi 


Let us examine in the next place the basis 
upon which our Lord would make so daring a 
promise, such a far-reaching statement. “The 
gates of death shall not prevail against it.” 
This is altogether dogmatic. It admits of no 
doubt. It is far-flung, looking down the com- 
ing centuries. It defies and challenges all 
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opposition. It recognizes no possibility of de- 
feat. And, while there is nothing here that 
smacks of gusto and braggadocio, the firm 
statement faces all the powers of death with 
the serenity of a shining star. Men were 
rejecting Him, reviling Him, persecuting Him, 
betraying Him; but He kept to His purpose 
‘and promise with unshaken composure and con- 
fidence. Nothing was allowed to dampen His 
ardor or check faith in the ultimate outcome 
of His mission. 

Let us understand, also, that His was not the 
faith of blindness nor of a false optimism. He 
knew what was in man. He could see down 
the future, all the persecution and onslaught 
of the forces of darkness; but naught deterred 
Him. Man after man forsook Him and fled. 
Many who at first began to walk with Him, 
turned their backs on Him, and walked with 
Him no more. The way that lay before Him 
seemed black with disaster. But under no cir- 
cumstances would He modify His words. 

The basis, therefore, of Jesus’ assurance of 
the final triumph of His Church was His un- 
shaken confidence in the loyalty of those whom 
He had imbued with His own spirit and His 
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unshaken belief in the superiority of truth and 
love and spiritual forces. He knew that all 
material forces, however spangled and gor- 
geous and powerful, were doomed to failure. 
He knew that the mightiest material force 
would come to naught. He knew that spiritual 
forces would go on conquering and to conquer, 
and that the least grain of truth was mightier 
than all of the stupendous fabric of falsehood, 
however richly garnished. He had eyes to see 
all of the hollow and the base in the world of 
material forces in which He was building His 
Church. He knew that the mightiest empire, 
however substantial, however great its material 
resources, would come to naught unless it was 
founded on truth. He knew the world and the 
fashion of the world would pass away. He 
could see decay and death written upon all that 
was not founded upon the fundamental basis 
of righteousness. This is why He believed in 
the final triumph of His Church. It was upon 
this basis that He dared make the statement. 
Possibly there is nothing we so need in this 
hour of feverishness, of turmoil, and of unrest, 
when the material forces seem to be dominating 
society, as an unshaken faith in the triumph 
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of truth. Truth has always been crushed to 
earth, but it has always risen again. It can- 
not be destroyed. It cannot finally be over- 
come. It will rise triumphantly from the earth 
some time, never to be crushed again. In spite 
of all that would discourage us, let us believe 
that the spiritual will ultimately triumph, and 
that the love of God will cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea. 


III 


In the third place, let us consider the fact 
that the faith of Jesus has been vindicated. 
Let us come back from that far-off day, and 
look at the situation in the light of history. 
The Temple of Diana has been for long cen- 
turies a heap of sand and dust. Its glory has 
departed. As a symbol of pagan power, it is 
as impotent as “spots of dried blood.” It is 
covered with a mantle of oblivion and silence. 
No knee bows before its forgotten shrine, and 
no voice of worship is heard where once it 
lifted its majestic beauty. It is fallen to the 
portion of weeds and forgotten faces. The 
glory that was Rome’s has departed, and her 
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power is forever gone. Her eagles that 
screamed along the banks of the Danube have 
had their pinions long since broken so that they 
fly and scream no more, and the priceless tex- 
ture of that mighty civilization has been ruth- 
lessly flung on the wreck and ruin of human 
history. But the Church of Jesus Christ moves 
triumphantly on. Her light has pierced the 
dense darkness of that age out of whose abyss 
she was born. 

When the Church started on her mission of 
conquest, age-old prejudices and superstitions 
held the world in the grip of a beclouded night. 
A “revel of furious uselessness” prevailed in 
all the philosophy of the times. But gradually 
before the advancing Church, these prejudices 
and superstitions have given way. Imme- 
morial human evils which held a world en- 
thralled, have had their bands broken asunder. 
Throttling iniquities have had to relax their 
age-long grip on society, The Church has 
struck the shackles from slavery; it is over- 
coming that mightiest demon of modern his- 
tory—the liquor traffic; it is focusing its search- 
ing light on war so that the world can see it 
for what it is in all of its horror and ugliness. 
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Economic exploitation is rapidly becoming im- 
possible as the Church marches forward. 

So the Church meets all opposition, and goes 
on from victory to victory. While I speak to 
you this morning the mightiest force on the 
earth is the Church. Since that far-off day 
when the text was uttered, not one flower has 
faded in her wreath of glory, nor one gem 
tarnished in her crown; while each succeeding 
year new laurels are added to her diadem of 
conquest. The daring utterance has been vin- 
dicated before the world. God grant that this 
may fill us with the spirit of holy optimism as 
we face the future and as we plan, under His 
guidance, for the conquest of the world. 


T'wo 
THE BEGINNING OF JUDGMENT 
1 Peter 4:17 


All institutions and people are judged. Now 
judgment neither makes nor unmakes, neither 
raises nor lowers either people or institutions. 
Judgment is simply saying what they are. And 
our text tells us judgment begins at the house 
of God. Mind you, it does not end there. 
Numerous people stay out of the Church, never 
unite with the Church, never assume the obliga- 
tions of the Church, because they wish to avoid 
being judged by the standard of the Church. 
But all are judged, whether in the Church or 
out of it, both in regard to their personal 
standards of living and as to the organizations 
and institutions to which they belong, 

We take it that the house of God mentioned 
here is the Church. Let us use the term 


“church” here to mean that body of men and 
20 
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women who belong to the visible Church. Let 
it be understood that we refer to the Church 
in its present condition whether its members 
are good, lukewarm, or bad. May the spirit 
of our Lord help us as we consider judgment as 
it is applied to the Church. Doubtless it would 
be better to consider this now than to wait until 
we come before the great white throne. 


I 


_ Let judgment begin on the Church in regard 
to its financial obligations. A daughter, calling 
to her father, who was about to be baptized 
by immersion, drew his attention to the fact 
that his pocketbook filled with bills was still 
in his pocket. He replied that he had planned 
it so, as his pocketbook needed to be baptized 
as well as himself. In the midst of one of St. 
Paul’s sublimest utterances he says: “Now 
concerning the collection. . .” It is practically 
useless to undertake to use men and women for 
any great service in the Church who do not take 
care of their financial obligations to the Church. 
God spoke to His people through the prophet 
Malachi: “Place all your tithes in the store- 
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house and try Me, and see if I will not pour 
out a blessing upon you that you shall not be 
able to contain.” It may seem strange to many 
of us that a blessing that is bigger than the 
whole round earth is not promised through long 
and loud praying, but through conscientious 
Christian paying. Are we Christians when it 
comes to meeting our obligations to the Church 
in matters of finance? Judgment begins at 
the house of God. The Church in the past has 
pretty nearly convinced the world that it is a 
poor business institution. This is not without 
much justification, but it should not be so. If 
God’s plan is followed it will not be so. The 
business integrity of the Church ought to be as 
good as that of any bank or any business in- 
stitution in the city. From the financial stand- 
point the Church must hold the respect of the 
community, as well as please the great God who 
purchased it with His Son’s blood. 

Some time ago, an excellent business man 
who is not a church member said tome: “This 
thing of the Church’s doing big things and 
handling real money appeals to me. I want 
to give my check here and now for your budget 
for five hundred dollars, and you may draw on 
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me when you need more. Heretofore,” said 
he, “I thought the Church was largely a ‘nickel- 
odeon.’ If the Church really means business, 
I want to be one in the front ranks of giving.” 

And we need to get that idea of the Church 
to-day. We need a new understanding of the 
fact that the Church is still the biggest thing in 
the world. It is needful that the people under- 
stand that the Church has the most far-reach- 
ing influence of all the institutions in the world. 
We need to learn and relearn this fact—that 
the Church is the mother of every great move- 
ment in the history of our civilization. When 
the Pilgrim Fathers came to this country they 
came for but one reason, and that was to build 
a Church where they might worship God as 
they pleased. They didn’t come to found a 
great nation nor to build an empire, but to build 
a Church. But in building a church they built 
the greatest nation in the modern world. Em- 
pires grow up and flourish around the Church. 
You couldn’t sell the best lot in this city for 
ten cents if it were not for the Church. To 
be miserly and stingy with the Church of Jesus 
Christ is not only to impoverish our own spiri- 
tual lives, but also to throw the greatest hin- 
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drance in the way of our material progress. Let 
every one, therefore, lay by in God’s treasury 
equally as God has prospered him. 


II 


Let the Church be judged in regard to keep- 
ing the Sabbath. This book says “Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” Now the 
Sabbath is in a peculiar sense the Church’s 
and thé home’s day. It is the time when we 
have opportunity to come out of life’s rushing 
current for a few moments into an eddy where 
we may bethink ourselves and take our bear- 
ings. This is absolutely necessary. This com- 
mand is not only written in God’s book of law, 
but it is written in the very constitution of 
things. 

I remember some years ago when the little 
burro was used to climb Pike’s Peak. There 
were two groups of these little animals. One 
group was sleek and trim while the other was 
jaded and worn. Upon inquiring the reason 
for the difference between the two groups we 
were informed that the worn and weather- 
beaten-looking group climbs the peak seven days 
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in the week, and that their working life was 
more than a third shorter than those who 
climbed six days in the week. Not only may 
man not break the Sabbath, but not even may 
his horse or burro do so. The greatest preserv- 
ing and conserving element in this nation of 
ours is the Sabbath. May we keep it holy for 
the sake of our national life as well as our in- 
dividual lives. 


III 


Does the Church do business on a Christian 
basis? Judgment must begin at the house of 
God. Honesty is not the best policy. It is 
the highest and best principle. Are we not 
in danger of leaving our religion in the Church 
when Sunday is over and transacting all of 
our business on pagan principles from Monday 
until Saturday? If the religion of Jesus Christ 
which we profess goes not further than the 
cloister, the pulpit, and the church pew; if we 
do not take it with us to our offices and shops, 
are we really living the Christian life? If 
judgment were to begin here and now, are we 
honest in our advertisements, in our debt-pay- 
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ing, honest in prices charged, honest in all of 
our business relations? 

We often hear it said that there are tricks 
in all businesses. We can not deny that this 
may be true, but certainly no thorough-going 
Christian will use any of them. Is it not true 
that frequently in our mad grasping for earthly 
wares and earthly goods we are but little or no 
better than some grim Shylock who would de- 
mand the last ounce of flesh and the last drop 
of blood? Is not the modern man of business 
quite close akin to Iago whose clutching fingers 
reached out only for dollars and whose tongue 
had well-nigh lost the art of speech except to 
jabber: ‘Put money into my purse, put money 
into my purse!” Every purchase, every deal 
that you or I make, every transaction that 
passes through our hands, must also pass under 
God’s judgment. And judgment begins at the 
house of God. 


IV 


Are we Christians in our homes? Again 
judgment begins at the house of God. The 
social order can never rise above the home life. 
The greatest liability American life holds to- 
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day is the Christless home. The greatest asset 
in our American life is the home where there 
is an altar and where the name of God is hon- 
ored. There must be a new crusade in making 
our homes Christian, in making our homes 
godly. The home is the oldest and best school. 
There is nothing that can possibly take the 
place of home training. The best discipline is 
home discipline, and the oldest altar is a 
mother’s knee. 
I am thankful to God for the fact that I was 
brought up in a Christian home. That old 
home has now fallen to the portion of weeds 
and vanished faces, but there comes to me still 
its prayers and its golden lessons. The tire- 
less music of its lullabies sings to me out of the 
vanishing years. Oh, there is nothing in this 
wide world that can take the place of the 
Christian home. Would to God that every man 
might take his rightful place by the side of his 
wife and every wife hers by the side of her 
husband to do their respective parts in the 
building and maintaining of a Christian home. 
If the young life of to-day has forgotten God, 
forgotten the Sunday school, forgotten the 
~ Church, it is the fault of the home. Let our 
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highest ambition be that, whatever else may 
happen in this wide, wide world, our homes 
shall be Christian homes. 


V 


Are we Christian in our pleasures? To what 
places do you go and what things do you do 
for pleasure that are different from what the 
world does? Judgment begins at the house 
of God. Are we not in danger of finding pleas- 
ure only by the tickling of the sensory nerve? 
Oh, yes, we need recreation, a day off. Indeed, 
we must have it. But we are not to be mere 
pleasure-seekers. There are thousands of folks 
to-day running themselves to death trying to 
have a good time. There has come over us a 
sort of hysteria to be amused. The pleasure 
of the world, after all, is only a “death’s head 
covered with a fading wreath.” The world is 
a beautiful world, and we ought to enjoy it; but 
we must enjoy it as Christians. 


VI 


Are we Christians in our conversation? 
“Our conversation is in heaven.” Do you talk 
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like a Christian? Is yours a Christian tongue? 
When you speak of your brethren in the minis- 
try do you speak as a Christian? When you 
talk of your neighbors do you talk in the lan- 
guage of the Christian man or woman? Do 
you speak kindly, gently, and with considera- 
tion? Do you use your tongue about other 
- folks as you would like to have them use theirs 
‘about you? Ah, I fear me the judgment of 
God falls upon your tongue and mine. 

You know the Apostle James tells us that a 
tongue is hard to tame. We have tongues of 
our own, we ought to know. I was brought up 
on a hillside farm where there were lots of 
sprouts and stumps and rocks. Under such cir- 
cumstances I helped “break in” many a young 
mule as well as some oxen. But the hardest 
thing I have ever tried to handle is the tongue. 
James tells us that all things have been tamed 
but the tongue. “A word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 

The uncontrolled tongue of the most fasti- 
dious woman is just as poisonous as the oath 
of a drunkard. We need not try to explain 
away our unbridled speech by saying that we 
took it after an ancient ancestor or by saying 
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that we are “‘chips off the old block.” May God 
help us to make our tongues Christian. James 
tells us that the man or woman who professes 
to be a Christian and bridles not his tongue his 
religion is vain. 


VII 


Are we Christian in our church attendance? 
And here, again, judgment begins at the house 
of God. Could you be as easily persuaded to 
remain away from your business as away from 
your church? Do you ever think how strange 
it is how few people, in moving to the city, in- 
quire about the location of the church? They 
want a home or boarding-house near business. 
Usually the church has no consideration. You 
may take a notion at the last moment next Sun- 
day not to come to church. You would hardly 
do that in business. God help us not to make 
our business or anything in this world, super- 
sede the Church of Jesus Christ. 

And do you know one of the easiest things 
in the world is to get out of the habit of going 
to church? You had company last Sunday. 
Do you let company keep you from the office? 
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There are thousands of excuses that keep you 
from church or Sunday school, but they won’t 
pass muster in the judgment of God. You 
slept too late. You won't sleep too late when 
the trumpet sounds. It is sad, indeed, how 
easily we can be persuaded that we can neglect 
these things and it will all come out right in 
the end. God does not pay every Saturday 
night, but God will pay. This Book tells us 
not to neglect the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether. That is the way God runs His Church. 
The plain fact is He has no other way. Don’t 
mock God by telling yourself how you can wor- 
ship by the silver stream and the towering 
mountain. But come to church and mingle 
your voice with the voice of the saints, and hear 
‘God’s good old word preached in the good old- 
fashioned way. That is better and much safer. 
You are members of the church. You know 
the duties of a church member ; then come on to 
church and help us to get others. Don’t let 
the pastors use all their time and energy chas- 
ing after you. You are “done lined up.” Go 
to work and give us a chance at the other 
fellow. 
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Vill 


Are we Christian in our love and fellowship? 
O my brother, my sister, does the Christian 
spirit of love hold sway here? Have we hon- 
estly left all of our household and office cares 
behind us? Whether we are young or old, rich 
or poor, are we here as one man, one woman, 
in the bonds of a holy fellowship with each 
other and with Jesus Christ? The church must 
create an atmosphere of brotherhood, of good 
and holy fellowship. Lonely and troubled men 
and women long for it and need it more than 
all else; Are we Christian just here? If the 
House of God create not this brotherhood, 
where shall we look for it? Is the Church able 
to show forth such a product? Or is it just 
a matter to be preached and sung about on the 
Sabbath day? All our preaching and singing 
and meeting together will come to naught un- 
less a brotherhood is the outcome. Let us ask 
ourselves the question: If the whole social 
fabric should become just as we are as a church, 
would society be redeemed? . 

The Master prayed that we all may become 
one even as He and the Father are one. 
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Our professions may differ; our places in so- 
ciety may be wide apart; there may be a vast 
chasm in our material worth, but none of these 
things must modify the inner relationship of 
soul, 

Some years ago all of us as children of a 
common mother were called home to see. her 
for the last time in this world. Some of us 
were ministers, some farmers, some business 
men, and some followed other professions, but 
-we were all brothers in a common sorrow and 
brothers in sweet and holy memories and asso- 
ciations. So may we come together from all 
walks of life, rich and poor, young and old, 
doctors, lawyers, preachers, keepers of the 
home, business men and women, everybody, as 
the children of a common Father. Then shall 
the church be like unto that of the Church In- 
visible where congregations ne’er break up and 
Sabbaths have no end. 


Three 


THE REPROACH REMOVED 
Nehemiah 2:17 


The first chapters of Nehemiah tell a most 
wonderful and gripping story. When one sees 
with what spirit and energy Nehemiah enters 
upon his task, he is filled with genuine admira- 
tion. When any one rises up to meet a situa- 
tion that would seem almost impossible, every 
particle of our being goes out to him in deepest 
interest. 


I 


First of all, Nehemiah learned the facts con- 
cerning the distressing situation at Jerusalem. 
And he dared to face these facts. It is always 
better to face a situation, however grave, than 
to pass on with the wish that all will end well. 
Because the facts are hard to face, we some- 
times try to feed ourselves on a sort of make- 


believe optimism. But it does one no good to 
34 
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close one’s eyes to the truth however unpleasant 
that truth may be. If conditions are good, I 
ought to know it. If conditions are bad, I 
ought to know that. It is utterly impossible to 
know how to govern one’s self according to the 
measure of the task ahead unless one is willing 
to face conditions, not as one would wish they 
- were, but as they are. . 

1. Now, first of all, Nehemiah learns 
through Hanani and others that the walls of 
Jerusalem are torn down and that the gates are 
burned with fire. And he does not quibble 
over the truth of it, nor waste time in useless 
discussion. He faces the grim fact that the 
city of his pride and joy is laid waste, and that 
its beautiful gates have been ruthlessly torn 
away. 

Would it not be well for us to-day to look our 
present situation in the face? Are not the 
walls of Jerusalem at least tottering? Are not 
her gates in danger? The walls of our present 
social order if not entirely down, are certainly 
in bad repair. There are numerous and vari- 
ous walls in this condition. 

For instance, there is the wall of our national 
and international life and relationships. It is 
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a sad plight that we find ourselves in. We dare 
not trust each other. We rest by our guns, not 
knowing what a day will bring forth. We talk 
of the next war as though it were a certainty. 
Insecurity and uncertainty abound everywhere. 
Unrest dogs us and sits astride our necks like 
some old man of the sea. The condition of the 
wall of world-wide brotherhood is a reproach 
throughout the world. 

Then there is the wall of capital and labor. 
We are in great danger of setting aside en- 
tirely the golden rule and living by the rule of 
gold. Labor is clamorous, restless, distrustful. 
Capital is grasping and greedy. The city can 
never be safe while this wall is in such poor 
repair. 

, Again, the wall of home government is al- 
most an unsightly ruin. It is one of the saddest 
reproaches to-day in our American life. The 
lack of parental authority threatens the very 
safety of the nation. Our children do almost 
as they please. They go and come when and 
where it suits them. The mystic secrets of life 
become familiar at an early age. Things holy 
and sacred are treated lightly. Home restraint 
can scarcely be endured. Parents who under- 
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take to control their households on lines which 
our fathers and mothers observed are accounted 
old fogies. Oh, how the truth of this needs to 
be faced, fairly and squarely, by all of us! What 
a reproach to our people is this broken wall! 

2. Hanani tells Nehemiah that as a result 
of these broken walls the city is in ruins. When 
- the walls of national and international peace, 
home authority, capital and labor, and so on, 
are broken down, the whole city lacks protec- 
tion, and is, therefore, insecure. When these 
walls that are the very bulwark of all that keeps 
intact the world’s civilizations are broken down, 
the city’s whole social order is open to devasta- 
tion and decay. When the gates are destroyed, 
there is nothing to shut out the marauding 
hordes that infest the city. It can only become 
a prey to the powers that will completely des- 
troy it. 

There is nothing that we need more than to 
stop in our mad rush in these turbulent times 
and face the solemn fact of the torn and broken 
walls and gates of our whole social life. Until 
we are willing to do this, there is little or no 
hope of our undertaking to heal the breaches 
so that we may be no more a reproach. 
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II 


Let us notice in the next place the effect of 
these facts on Nehemiah. 

1. They filled him with bitter sorrow. He 
mourned and wept a number of days. He 
poured out his soul in grief. The broken walls 
of the city and the ruin of its gates smote him 
to the heart. His tears fell like wintry rain. 
The hurt of Jerusalem was his hurt. Its de- 
vastated condition was more than he could 
bear. Those drops of water on his cheek, 
however, were not idle tears ; but were what the 
blossoms are on the fruit tree—they showed 
that there was springtime at his heart. 

There can be no doubt that we take the hurt 
of the world too lightly. We wave sad condi- 
tions aside oftentimes with merely a grunt of 
passing notice. The old world’s burdens lie 
upon us lightly. Oftentimes we cry: “Peace, 
peace!’ when there is no peace. We quote the 
poet, saying, “God’s in His heaven; all’s right 
with the world.” Would to God that every 
man’s and woman’s heart in this congregation 
this morning might be broken at the world’s 
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woe! Would it not be helpful to our desert 
hearts could we have a period of weeping— 
weeping over the world’s sorrows, the world’s 
injustices, and the world’s iniquities? We shall 
never hurl ourselves into the conflict of rebuild- 
ing the walls of the city until we feel the per- 
sonal responsibility resting upon our own 
hearts. | 

2. In the next place, these facts set him 
to praying. We can hear the sob of him yet, 
and discover the ache of his heart as he prays: 
“O Lord God of Heaven, the great and terrible 
God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them 
that love Him and observe His commandments: 
let Thine ear now be attentive and Thine eyes 
open that Thou mayest hear the prayer of Thy 
servant which I pray before Thee now, day and 
night, for the children of Israel . . . and con- 
fess the sins of the children of Israel which we 
have sinned against Thee; both I and my 
father’s house have sinned.” 

Is there anything that: we need more than 
such a season of penitence and confession and 
of prayer? As we look upon the broken walls 
of the city, we need not immediately run to the 
task of repairing. As we look out upon the 
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weltering confusion of a world in its baptism 
of iniquity, we need first to fall upon our faces 
before God in prayer. We need to confess our 
own sins. This is-;what Nehemiah did. 

And he prayed for what he wanted. He does 
not dwell on a long introduction of himself to 
God. He comes before God with the matter 
that pulls heaviest at his heart. What praying 
is here! What a poured-out soul! We need a 
revival of prayer. The Church of Christ in 
the midst of her varied program, in the midst 
of her thousand activities, needs to stop for 
earnest prayer to God. To your knees, O 
Church of the Living God! 

3. It also made him willing to volunteer. 
He asked leave of the king, whose cup-bearer 
he was, to go to his loved city, to take away its 
reproach by rebuilding its walls. And, after 
all, volunteer service is the best, because it is 
done under the compulsion of the heart. In- 
deed, we have no other forces upon whom 
we can rely to rebuild the city’s walls, except 
those who volunteer. Sometimes the national 
life becomes endangered, and the nation has to 
resort to compulsory enlistment in the army. 
Not so in the program of the Church. Every 
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man and every woman that would have a share 
in the task must be a volunteer. God only 
offers; the Church only invites; it is you and 
I that must cry from the depth of our hearts: 
“Here am I, Lord! Send me!” And that was 
just what Nehemiah did. He was not thinking 
of anybody else just at this time but himself. 
-He felt a mighty compelling power within him. 
He felt a mighty compelling power drawing 
him to the rebuilding of the walls. God grant 
that we may be so affected by the conditions of 
to-day that there may come thousands upon 
thousands of volunteers who will ask for a 
place to help in the great common task of re- 
building, so that we may no longer be a re- 
proach to the world. 


III 


Let us see in the next place what was the out- 
come of volunteering. 

1. Nehemiah gave up his position; a very 
honorable and high position, too, it was. Yet 
he could not be cup-bearer to the king and serve 
in that capacity, and at the same time restore 
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Jerusalem to its former glory and place of 
power. When confronted with this situation, 
he immediately gave up his place of honor and 
set his face toward the city of his fathers. 

Now the giving up of one’s position is no 
small matter. When you step out, another 
steps in. The boys that went away to fight 
that liberty might live were in many instances 
promised their old positions when they should 
return. But such promises were soon forgot- 
ten. The king could immediately get another 
cup-bearer. Nehemiah’s giving up of this 
splendid place would, in all probability, be final. 
Yet he did it gladly and without a word of 
complaint. Let us remember, too, that he was 
of the same human mold as you and I. There 
are times when many of us do face and must 
face the same problem. 

But there was one thing that made giving up 
his position much easier. And that is, he was 
absorbed wholly in the work that was before 
him. In his eagerness and passion to restore 
the city of his fathers, he forgot all else. He 
had no time to pine over what he was leaving. 
The thing that possessed him was where he was 
going and what he was going to do. 
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2. In the next place, he faced opposition. 
I think we understand what that means. Op- 
position camps hard by every opportunity. 
There are always enemies’ hands to shut the 
door in our faces. There is always some one 

to decry our adventurous spirits. No great 
work of God is ever undertaken but that opposi- 

‘tion shows its ugly face and lifts its iron fist. 

Now Nehemiah came secretly to the city. 
He did not reveal his purpose. His approach 
to the task was most adroit. He was not seek- 
ing to stir up opposition. He was seeking the 
opposite. We oftentimes feel that we are 
succeeding in proportion to the opposition we 
stir up. We sometimes get loud and clamorous 
and boastful. Not so with Nehemiah. He 
stole quietly in to the city of Jerusalem and re- 
tired. Then, in the deep of the night, he arose 
and, taking a few hand-picked men, went out 
and took a night view of the broken-down 
walls and gates of Jerusalem. What passion 
must have burned at the great old hero’s heart 
as he stood there under the mantle of night, 
viewing the ruins of the city that he loved best 
of all! 

But, by and by, the secret leaked out. The 
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ever-watchful enemy at last discovered his mis- 
sion. But nothing deterred him. He gave his 
men the implements of building. He also made 
every one buckle on a sword. He was not 
advocating fighting. He simply says in terms 
whose meaning can not be misunderstood that 
the walls must be rebuilt, regardless of price. 
Let every hand be busy at building; but if you 
have to lay down the trowel and take up the 
sword, then do so, using the sword as effec- 
tively as you do the implements of building. 
This was the spirit with which he set himself 
to the task. 

Every possible effort was made to stop the 
progress of the work. His enemies sent unto 
him four times, trying their best to persuade 
him to come down to some one of the plains of 
Ono in order that they might tell him the reason 
he could not build. At last they sent him an 
open letter. Still he remained steadfast at the 
work. It was proposed that they meet to- 
gether in the house of God within the temple, 
and let the doors of the temple be shut because, 
they said, he might be slain. He answered and 
said unto them: “Should such a man as I flee? 
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and who is there, that, being as I am, would 
go into the temple to save his life? I will not 
goin.” Thus did this valiant heart meet and 
overcome opposition. 

3. And, in the third and last place, he won 
a great and complete victory. Within fifty-two 
days the wall was completed so that there was 
not a breach therein. The enemy were cast 
down; for even in their short-sightedness they 
perceived that the work was wrought of God. 

Such victories may be ours to-day. The 
same God that strengthened the arms of Ne- 
hemiah in those dark days long gone will 
strengthen ours to-day. The same God who 
gave such wonderful victory against all the 
odds of darkness is the God that will be our 
Leader and that would lead us to victory to-day. 
Let us, therefore, be not discouraged because 
of broken walls, because of gates that are 
burned, or for any cause whatsoever. But with 
an abiding faith in the strong Son of God let 
us go forth to the work that lies before us 
with faith, with hope, undaunted and unafraid. 
And in God’s own good time the walls will be 
rebuilt, the gates restored, and the reproach 
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of the city removed. May the Spirit of God 
fill us with the same invincible faith and cour- 
age that possessed Nehemiah that we, too, may 
taste of the sweets of victory. 


Four 
THE JOYOUS LIFE 
I 


There is a rather strange passage of Scrip- 
ture in the first chapter of James which tells 
us to count it all joy when we fall into divers 
temptations. Of course, we are not to under- 
stand by this that for one simply to be tempted 
is to be happy. Temptation within itself is not 
the source of joy or happiness. If one is 
tempted and overcomes that temptation the 
result is the joy of strength. Let us under- 
stand, therefore, that the joy of strength and 
the strength of joy can come only through 
temptation successfully overcome. Herein do 
we get a clue to one of the secrets of real happi- 
ness, which has been the quest of the ages. 

Now it is one’s duty to be happy, to be full 
of joy. Sometimes we, as young people, forget 
this. By some sort of strange process, partly 
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by teaching and partly through vague general 
impressions, we get the idea that for one to be 
religious is to live more or less on the dark 
of the moon and in the objective case. We 
need to learn as vigorous young people of the 
church and Sunday school that God means for 
us to be happy. We need to know that we were 
not meant for sobbing, but for singing. For 
after all that we may say of life, whatever doc- 
trine we may have heard preached or whatever 
precepts laid down, surely God meant for His 
people to be joyous folk. 

But we do not find happiness by seeking for 
it. There are thousands upon thousands to-day 
running themselves into a sort of hysteria seek- 
ing happiness. Happiness is not found by seek- 
ing it. Rather is it the by-product of a noble 
and victorious life. Whenever and wherever 
the seeking of happiness has been made the cen- 
tral aim it has always been missed and the 
seeker disappointed. 

Nor must we confuse happiness with what 
we commonly call a good time, a phrase much 
used to-day and with various meanings. To 
have a good time is one thing; to be happy is 
quite another. Trying to have a good time is 
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really a source of much unhappiness. On the 
other hand to overcome temptation is to bring 
one into the higher realm of self-respect and 
into a proper relationship with the God of the 
universe, which always results in the highest 
form of joy that one can know. And this is 
the privilege of the last one of us. Religion is 
not a fire-escape. It is not a sort of dismal life 
insurance policy. It is life, that life that moves 
along the majestic highways of conquest and 
victory. 

Now everybody wants to be happy. There 
are thousands upon thousands of our young 
people to-day who are seeking happiness. They 
feel they have a right to it; hence they pursue 
it. But the great trouble is that we seek it in 
the wrong way. We get all mixed up in our 
conceptions, in our ideas of things. We feel as 
though it were necessary to pass through a 
period of wild oat sowing. This is all wrong, 
Every thoughtful lad and lassie, if he or she 
thinks just a little, will understand that sowing 
wild oats is a very ruinous and blighting form 
of agriculture that never pays. Then there are 
great numbers that think there can be no real 
joy apart from the flare of bright lights and the 
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call of the wild. Still others begin early in 
life to connect happiness with the proces. of 
gaining worldly goods or of something else that 
lies outside of themselves. We need to remind 
ourselves again and again that character and 
character alone must be the foundation of all 
true happiness, both here and hereafter; and 
that there is no attainment of character which 
brings joy apart from overcoming when one 
is tempted. 

Now there are all sorts of ways of being 
tempted. We are often tempted to do what 
everybody else does, to follow the crowd. And 
possibly there is no temptation that tests our 
metal more than just here. Oftentimes, we 
find in such tests that we are not able to stand 
alone. Temptation may take the form of en- 
ticement to evil or to downright evil. Then, 
again, one may be tempted to shrink before a 
difficult task. Whatever form the temptation 
may take, however refined or coarse, we have 
no promise of the joyous life unless we over- 
come it. 

Now the word “overcome” is a stout word. 
It means something. It may be hard. But we 
love to do hard things. None of us who is 


THE JOYOUS LIFE 51 


robust and who really means business in the 
art of living cares for the easy things. We 
want something to do that shows the kind of 
stuff we are made of. That appeals to us most. 

And let us say just here that the church of 
to-morrow is looking to you for just this thing. 
There are great tasks ahead of us, the building 
- and running of great churches, the creating of 
social atmosphere in which our young men and 
women may live and carry on in the mighty 
program of making the world’s social order 
what it ought to be. 


II 


And that is just what we are here for—for 
such development of our powers as will fit us 
for the big tasks of life. This is the source of 
all that is worth while in the program of happi- 
ness as well as achievement. And character 
must be achieved by the process above named. 
We are not born with it. Character is not in- 
herited. It is not transmitted. It can not be 
given away. It is not bought nor sold in the 
marts of the world’s trade. It must be wrought 
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out in the heart of every one for himself and 
herself. 

We are accustomed to say that knowledge is 
power. It is true that knowledge is power, but ~ 
what sort of power? It may be power that 
disintegrates, power that destroys. Some time 
ago, I saw a team of horses dashing madly 
down the street. That was power. But it was 
destructive power. Knowledge is power, in- 
deed, but it may be the power to cut one’s own 
throat or to wreck a life, or a city, or a nation. 
Would it not come nearer the real meaning of 
life to say that character is power, that man- 
hood is power, that womanhood is power? For 
this is the power that constructs, the power that 
is controlled. This is the end for which we 
were born and for which we came into the 
world. Asa result, there comes to us the high- 
est possible joy for time and for eternity. It 
is our eternal glory. It is the reason that God 
never loses interest in us. It is the reason that 
Jesus thought us worth dying for and worth 
making intercession for. 

We can achieve nothing higher. In the 
realm of character we reach our best, both in 
power and happiness. It means more than 
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being innocent. Innocence is always beautiful, 
but innocence is not character. The lamb, the 
butterfly, the baby—they are beautifully inno- 
cent. But there is something greater. The 
man or the woman who has overcome stands in 
a sunlit realm far beyond that of innocence, 
Having been tempted and tried, they have 
bravely fought through it all. He or she may 
stand up and truthfully say: “The world is 
mine.” For a brave heart to go up against the 
maddening temptations of life and to conquer 
is a far more beautiful sight than the sweetest 
babe that ever smiled. We may look with holy 
amazement and wonderment into the face of 
innocent childhood as we gaze into the bottom- 
less depth of the blue eyes, but if we want to 
see the best, we must look further than that. 
We must look forward to the time when this 
child has met temptation and has conquered. 
How much greater was Moses leading his peo- 
ple across the wilderness in all his rugged gran- 
deur than when a babe in the bulrushes of the 
Nile! 

We need not bemoan the fate of Adam and 
Eve because the Tempter came. We may be 
shocked for a moment over their shattered 
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hopes and dreams. But the day they were 
tempted was the time when they were to choose 
between innocence and character. After all, 
is it not better to achieve ourselves than to sit 
in the most beautiful garden and to sing and 
wreathe chaplets of flowers? God made Adam 
and Eve innocent, but they, through His aid, 
must attain character for themselves. 

Oh, my brave young hearts, there is some- 
thing that is better than the fairest flowers that 
ever bloomed! There is something better than 
to walk in beautiful innocence beside the crystal 
streams, Let us be glad that we have the 
opportunity of stepping out beyond the border- 
land of innocence into the mighty birthright 
of manhood and womanhood, which is, after 
all, the soul’s supremest and sublimest preroga- 
tive. 

But it means a fight and a struggle. It is 
not sudden. There are no “hand-me-downs” 
in the kingdom of character. In this great 
kingdom there are no bargain days. Count it 
all joy when you fall into temptation; for then 
you have the opportunity to overcome, and 
overcoming, you stand on the very pinnacle of 
life. The price is overcoming ; and we can only 


THE JOYOUS LIFE 55 


come to taste of the sweetest joys of life as we 
fight our way into those far zones of light. 

There stood a huge stone by the wayside that 
weighed thirteen tons. Years and years men 
passed it and saw nothing in it but just a rough 
old stone. One day an artist came by and 
looked it over. Another day he came with 
. hammer, mallet, and chisel. Day after day he 
chiselled upon it until he had chiselled seven 
tons of it away. It would seem that if the old 
stone could think, it would feel itself utterly 
ruined. But in the six tons that remained, 
there stood before the artist the angel of his 
dream. So with you and me as we face strug- 
gles and temptations. They are not to unmake 
us, but are, in the highest sense, to make us. 
The struggle with temptations betimes may 
seem severe, and it may seem to us that we are 
standing alone. And even if it does mean this, 
we are not abashed nor discouraged. Having 
resolved for the best, we place our trust in the 
strong Son of God and go forward. This is 
the royal road that leads to happiness, to joy, 
to the heights where the sun shines, and where 
we walk to the strains of endless music. 


Five 
THREE KINDS OF FORGETFULNESS 


t 


“My people have forgotten Me.” Through 
the mouth of the prophet God is talking; and 
it is sad speech He utters. Does it not seem a 
little strange that so great a God would take 
notice of the fact that people forget Him? 
Yet it is true. We not only forget Him, but 
also forget the genuine sorrow of heart that it 
brings to Him to be forgotten. But we are 
a forgetful folk. Things of beauty and glory 
pass into the commonplace; then into complete 
forgetfulness. The splendor of rising and set- 
ting suns is taken for granted. Great and 
wondrous things pass by us unnoticed. 

Then, too, we forget our own deepest needs, 
the needs of the soul. And, like the rich man 
spoken of in the Scriptures whose bottomland 


brought forth much corn, we, too, propose to 
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feed our souls on material things. Beyond the 
ripening ears and the dream of new barns, our 
eyes do not see. The flesh is fed; the soul is 
starved. 

Moreover, we forget each other. We for- 
get to speak tenderly to those who love us best. 
We forget to tell them how much they really 
mean to us “until a day comes when our hot 
tears fall on foreheads that are frozen and our 
kisses win no response from lips that death has 
sealed.” In a wail of irrepressible sadness, 
Young cries: “I have been so long remem- 
bered, I’m forgot.” This expresses one of the 
deepest as well as one of the bitterest experi- 
ences of the human heart, for, after all, the 
worst form of forgetfulness is to be forgotten 
in plain view. 

And this forgetfulness gives rise to the lack 
of world-wide brotherhood. Our brother’s 
needs, our brother’s cares, our brother’s bur- 
dens, and our brother’s destiny, are all forgot- 
ten in a mad attempt to live for ourselves. This 
condition breeds all sorts of evils and misunder- 
standings that keep the world torn into frag- 
ments. The brotherhood of man to-day waits 
on the refreshment of our memories. 
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“My people have forgotten Me.” These 
words sob like a broken-hearted mother over 
a wayward child. They are full of heartbreak 
—infinite heartbreak. They show us the very 
heart of God, tortured with grief. They are 
a sigh of the Infinite in the realm of the for- 
gotten. God is not here charging the people 
with Sabbath-breaking, with theft, with mur- 
der, nor with any of the outbreaking sins. He 
does not accuse them of attempting to bring 
His Kingdom to naught. He does not charge 
them with plotting a revolt, nor with intrigue; 
but simply with forgetfulness. “You have for- 
gotten Me.” God’s disappointment is poured 
out in these bitter words. 

Now, there is nothing that God cares for like 
being remembered. There is nothing that can 
possibly take its place, for the simple reason 
that there is no possible way to correct any sin 
until God has His place in our memory. While 
He is forgotten, one is open to any or all sins. 
For one to forget God is to dismiss Him com- 
pletely from his life and thinking. Forgetful- 
ness is abandonment. It is the very essence of 
annihilation. It is to blot out. It is one’s last 
step on the downward road from God. It is 
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death itself. The fact is, it is the only death. 
Our dear ones may be asleep in the tomb, but 
they are not forgotten. In our memories, they 
take the vacant chair beside us, when the even- 
ing lamps are lighted. Our dear ones may be 
dead, but they are ours still. To forget them 
would be to lose them. To forget God is to 
- lose Him entirely. To forget any one or any- 
thing is to be dispossessed of it completely. 
God is our Father. He built this beautiful 
world for our temporary home. Through the 
years, we have lived upon His bounty. But, 
“My people have forgotten Me.” My people! 
Those who had forgotten Him were not aliens 
in some far-flung world. They were His very 
own. He had chosen them above all others 
and reserved them unto Himself, a peculiar 
people. He was already wearing in His heart 
the Cross on which His only begotten Son 
would purchase their redemption. But, in spite 
of all of this, they had forgotten Him. One 
might forget early schoolmates and friends and 
lovers. One might even forget the mother who 
bore him and the father who reared him; but 
to forget the One who has loved Him from 
everlasting to everlasting, and who would re- 
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deem his soul from Hell is past all understand- 
ing. One might forget the king who adorns 
him with medals of honor, but to forget Him 
who would diadem him with the gold tried in 
the fire is unthinkable. 

Yet we must face the solemn truth of it; be- 
cause it is the source of all our troubles. There 
is no chance that we shall ever know how to 
think rightly of ourselves, of our duties, and of 
our brother, in whatever corner of the earth he 
may dwell, unless God is rightly remembered. 
This is true because of His Fatherhood, and be- 
cause every relationship of this world’s social 
order centers in Him. If we make Him central, 
all our individual and social problems shall be 
seen in their proper light. Then chaos will give 
place to order, and the love of God will be 
supreme in the earth. 


II 


Now when we come to remember God and to 
remember how we have forgotten Him, and all 
of the sins that such forgetfulness got us into, 
we are filled with the sense of remorse. The 
past becomes a haunting ghost to us. Some- 
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times the memory of it seems greater than we 
can bear. What ought we to do? With a genu- 
ine spirit of repentance, let us forget the things 
which are behind. Paul came to just such a 
place in his own life. He did not like to think 
of some things that were behind. There were 
things that were behind him that were ex- 
‘ceedingly unpleasant to think about. We lay 
no blame on him for being perfectly willing to 
forget them forever. All of us, being the sons 
of Adam, intuitively understand why this would 
be so. 

The things behind! They will always be 
there, behind. They can never be before any 
more. A fact once is a fact forever. There 
are a lot of things behind us that we wish were 
not there. But we can not wish them away. 
They can not be washed away with our tears. 
Oh, the things behind! They grieve us. Some- 
times they frighten us. The remembrance of 
them is hateful to us. There is enough behind 
any of us and all of us to fill our days and 
nights with remorse. There are things we 
have done which we would erase from our 
memories’ record. And there are vast vacan- 
cies in the realm of the undone that haunt us 
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by day and by night. Oh, the pressure of the 
things behind has driven thousands upon thou- 
sands upon the rocks. Many have taken their 
own lives in an attempt to get away from them, 
There are still multitudes of others who nurse 
them like fire in the brain and soul. 

What can we do? Paul, what are you going 
to do about these things that are behind? It 
is impossible to get rid of them by grieving over 
them. It is easy enough to talk about forget- 
ting them. But can one forget? Is such a 
thing possible? In the strictest sense, one may 
not entirely forget. Oftentimes have our 
hearts been crushed under this realization. But 
the great Apostle has found the holy art, the 
art that has been sought through the ages. How 
did Paul forget the things that were behind? 
Simply by reaching forward to the things that 
are before, for the prize of his high calling in 
Christ Jesus. We forget then, not by straining 
our minds in trying to shut them out, but by 
setting our hearts upon the glories, hopes, and 
prospects of the future, and putting our best 
energies to the task of winning the prize. The 
only way really to forget the things that are 
behind is to have our hearts and minds filled 
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with that fine spirit of endeavor that keeps us 
bending our energies toward the things that 
are before. 

And when we start for the prize that is set 
before us, we simultaneously begin to forget 
the things which are behind. Like the Apostle, 
we refuse to be tortured and humiliated and 
tied down by the past. We tear ourselves loose 
from the past’s grim clutches, and, like a stal- 
wart Roman of the races, start for the things 
that are before. We refuse to let the dead 
weight of the past hold us back. We turn our 
backs upon the dark yesterday and face the 
bright to-morrow. And may it be so with all of 
us. Wecan not help what is past. We have no 
time nor energy now to waste on fretting over 
the clouds and shadows and failures of the 
past. We need to head away from the night 
to the sunrise of a bigger and brighter day. We 
need to let bygones be bygones, and answer the 
call of the glorious future. May we, by the 
help of God, turn ourselves from the failures 
and mistakes that lurk in our yesterdays to- 
ward the “winsome to-morrow!” 

Is not that just the thing that we need most 
to-day? Do we not need to let the dead past 
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bury its dead? The failures and blunders and 
sins of the past may have many of us bound 
hand and foot. May we not this very hour pull 
ourselves together by the grace of God and turn 
our faces toward the future? The past is gone. 
It may not be ours any more. But the future 
holds for us conquest and victory, if we turn 
toward it in the same spirit of the great Apostle. 
Our sinful and misspent yesterdays may be 
hanging like a dead weight of death on our 
memories. In spite of all, may we not resolve 
that we, too, will forget the things that are 
past, and throw ourselves into the great race 
for the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus 
our Lord! 


III 


Then we may be assured of this third for- 
getfulness which is expressed in that matchless 
and heartening utterance: “I will remember 
thy sins against thee no more.”’ The other two 
forgetfulnesses of which we have spoken are of 
the human type. But in this text it is God who 
is doing the forgetting. ‘I will remember thy 
sins against thee no more.” I have wondered 
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how God can forgive all our sins. But to for- 
get them as though they had never been com- 
mitted is a thought that ought to break our 
hearts. What wonderful forgetfulness! Only 
a God of infinite compassion and infinite love 
is capable of such forgetfulness. “I will re- 
member—no more.” He forgets all the times 
‘that we have forgotten Him. He forgets our 
frozen indifference, and the days, weeks, 
months, years, of our sin and neglect. He for- 
gets the opportunities that we missed, the serv- 
ice that we failed to render. He forgets our 
broken Sabbaths; He blots out of His book of 
remembrance all our unholy living. How it 
ought to delight our hearts! What gladness it 
should bring to our lives! 

I remember years ago as a boy how very 
rude I was one day to my mother. After many 
years had passed, I was visiting the old home 
once more. I referred to this rudeness with 
deep regret. I apologized for the ugly words 
spoken and for my unseemly behavior. Mother 
looked at me in utter astonishment. “Why,” 
said she, “I don’t remember a thing about it. I 
think you surely are mistaken. Oh, no—you are 
drawing on your imagination.” Well, it gave 
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me a larger conception of what the Master 
meant when He said, “I will remember thy sins 
no more.” The record will be erased and for- 
gotten. Oh, I know of nothing so vastly won- 
derful as this! It is all the flowers of a thou- 
sand springtimes in one bouquet. It is all the 
oceans and seas that surge and sweep in one 
crystal sea. It is all the rugged mountains 
that lift their frowning heads in grandeur 
above the world in one sublime peak. It is all 
the music of all the choirs, visible and invisible, 
pressed into one glad anthem. It is all the 
love of God Himself in one mighty outpour- 
ing. “I will remember thy sins no more.” 
When we look at the slate upon which we have 
written down life’s deeds, we are near to faint- 
ing; but it is all washed out with His blood. 
Blessed forgetfulness that takes the ghosts 
and wrecks and nightmares out of my yester- 
days, and makes my to-morrows bright with the 
promise of everlasting beauty. Hear it all ye 
sons and daughters of time, you of the broken 
heart, you of the wasted years, hear it, one and 
all, the greatest words ever spoken: 

“I will remember your sins against you no 
more.” 


Six 
GO FORWARD 


Exodus 14:15 


“Wherefore do you cry unto me?. . . Go 
forward!’ These words were uttered some fif- 
teen hundred years before the Barn sheltered 
the Babe. But they are up to date, new as this 
Sabbath morning which brings us together. 
What was true then, is true now. It is astound- 
ing the number of people that whine instead 
of going forward. Think of it! Here is a 
great throng of people given over to crying 
unto the Lord in place of following His march- 
ing orders. Our old teacher, Sawney Webb, 
used to tell us that it was so easy to turn on 
the “water works” rather than perform the 
task. But the music of life isn’t set to the tune 
of a whine. 

Spurgeon once told of a man who was on a 


cake of ice during the great thaw on an Amer- 
| e 
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ican river. The cake was not really separated 
from the unbroken ice, but the man did not see 
this, and, in his great fear, knelt on the ice 
and began to pray aloud to God to deliver 
him. Those on shore cried, “Stop praying and 
run for the shore.” It is often true that we 
cry when we should work; whine when we 
should be crossing Red Seas. 


I 


First, Moses tells the people to stand still and 
see the salvation of the Lord. This command 
has vast significance. In the whole plan of 
a forward movement, possibly there is nothing 
more necessary than to stand still for a while. 
It is one of the hardest things to do. It seems 
almost impossible to do it. We are so fidgety. 
We fuss and fume and fret. We walk to and 
fro and come back to where we started. The 
age is hurried and restless. We don’t seem 
to have time to be still long enough to see the 
salvation of the Lord. We are in such a hurry. 
We have our clothes pressed while we wait, but 
even So, it is a wait full of nervous restlessness. 
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It would give God a great opportunity if we 
would be still for a moment. The Lord wants 
to show us wonderful things even beyond our 
dreams. “Be still, restless, hurrying, fretting 
humanity, our Lord wants to show us some- 
thing.” We will be all the better prepared, 
too, for going forward if we will indulge our- 
selves in a little holy quietude. 

Now Israel is in a tight place. The army 
of the Egyptians presses them hard from be- 
hind. The sweep of the Red Sea greets their 
vision before. And what do these Israelites 
do? They begin to talk about a better place 
to die and a better place to be buried. They 
speak of a better location for the cemetery. 
Through Moses, the Lord speaks to them, tell- 
ing them that it is no time for crying, no time 
to talk of burying-grounds. It is no time to 
lose precious moments seeking a good grave to 
be coffined in. It is the hour of destiny when 
they should be moving rather than a time when 
they should be pining and talking of funerals. 

“Go forward!’ There is no other way to 
make progress. There is no other way to ar- 
rive. It is the Divine program. Nothing but 
stagnation and decay await those who stop. 
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Nothing but slavery and death await those who 
turn back. The way to all promised lands lies 
ahead. All growth and progress ceases when 
we no longer go forward. The secret of all 
achievement lies in going on. On, on, across 
the sea toward God’s summerlands where the 
milk and honey are, and where the grapes clus- 
ter beneath sunny skies. 

Go! That is the word. It sweats with vast 
meaning. We must never forget that as Chris- 
tians, as a church, we are to continue going. It 
must be so ever. We are not campers, but 
campaigners. There is no time nor energy 
to be wasted on a thousand side issues. We 
may have much to say of the “modern man” 
and “‘the signs of the times,” and the awful 
condition of society. The Israelites, no doubt, 
discussed their situation. And the situation 
was indeed bad enough. The peoples of to-day 
are beset with things quite as difficult. But the 
emphatic demand is to go forward, to go 
straight on, in spite of armies and seas, or any 
difficulty whatsoever. It is always better to 
follow the Divine challenge than to magnify 
our difficulties and to sit and whine over them. 
Oh, that the army of God would march on! 
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Triumph and victory lie yonder just beyond 
those rims of light in the distance. 


II 


But the thing that disquieted Israel and 
made her progress so slow was not so much the 
army of the Egyptians and the Red Sea, per- 
haps, as it was the sad fact that they had lost 
the reality of God and His willingness to de- 
liver them. To lose the vision of God is to 

feel ourselves wholly unfitted to meet such 
crises. The loss of the sense of God is the thing 
that makes progress impossible. The stagnant 
ages of human history have been those epochs 
when God has been lost sight of. Our courage, 
after all, must be kept up, not by taking into 
consideration and enumerating our material re- 
sources, but by an unshaken faith in the living 
God. Surely there are enough armies and en- 
emies behind us, if they are not considered in 
terms of the God who would make battle for 
us. The things that impede our progress are 
formidable, but our God is a God of battles 
whose flag never trails in the dust. . It is ours 
to go forward at His command; it is His to 


72 THE DARING OF JESUS 


take care of the results. The crippled gait at 
which we travel is due largely, therefore, to 
the fact that God is dimmer to us than a dream, 
Oh, that the Church might have a new vision 
of her God! 


iil 


It is always safe traveling whenever the 
nation or the individual goes at God’s command 
and in the direction which God indicates. Upon 
this we can depend regardless of the seemingly 
insurmountable difficulties that may be in the 
pathway. In spite of all the discouragement 
and whining of the Israelites, all their difficul- 
ties gave way and they traveled through the 
Red Sea with as much safety as if they had 
been traveling some Roman Appian Way. As 
long as God’s road is traveled, seas and armies 
can never stop our going forward. 

I. In the first place, we need to travel in the 
direction of obedience. The command to go 
forward under the circumstances may have 
seemed impracticable, if not ‘absurd, to the 
Israelites. But obedience is what God demands 
and not argument. God gives many commands 
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that He does not take time to explain. It is 
the Divine way to assign impossible tasks as. 
far as human strength is concerned. Jesus 
would say to the sick man: “Arise”; to the 
man with a withered arm: “Stretch forth thine 
hand”; to the blind: ‘See’; to the lame: 
“Walk.’’ Obedience on our part is God’s oppor- 
' tunity to reinforce us with the Divine energy. 
Our obedience is measured by our faith. And 
without faith it is impossible to please God. 

Samuel the prophet told Saul the king long 
ago that obedience is better than sacrifice. It 
is useless to sacrifice to a God whom we con- 
tinuously disobey and whose orders we forget. 
The lack of obedience upon our part closes the 
door of opportunity upon us. We need to quit 
our quibbling and questing, and hearken unto 
the voice of God. God help us to understand 
that if we are to get rid of the Egyptians so 
-that we shall see them no more, and if we are 
to pass safely the tempestuous seas, we must 
_ obey Him. 

2. “Go forward,” is a command to advance 
in Christian idealism and living. It isa call to 
grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour. The glory of humanity is its op- 
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portunity for growth. Surely we need to give 
this the highest consideration. Spiritual runts 
abound. It is sad to think how many have made 
but little progress since they entered the mem- 
bership of the church, and since they have elect- 
ed to bear that Name which is above every 
name. Paul speaks of a class of Christians who 
are still on milk diet. And milk is still very 
popular on the spiritual bill of fare. Milk is 
excellent, but is it always to be our food? We 
have the blessed privilege of growing out of 
that stage. By the grace of God, one may 
grow day by day, going forward in the most 
holy faith until he can select strong meats from 
the menu of Christian living. 

And the supreme question is not how far 
have we gone in this direction, but are we 
headed that way? The heights of life are not 
attained suddenly and offhand. The feat is 
accomplished by the process of addition. Cour- 
age is to be added to faith, and knowledge to 
courage; and so on through all the Christian 
graces. It is a long but delightful way to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of man- 
hood. and womanhood in Jesus Christ. For, 
after all, the supreme ambition is to become 
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more and more like Him whose we are and 
whom we serve. We reach our best not in 
fame nor power nor glory nor genius, but 
in goodness. The great singer of Israel broke 
through all disguises, and stood face to face 
with “cosmopolitan truth” when he said: “I 
shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy 
likeness.” Being made in His image, it is our 
highest prerogative to grow more and more 
into His likeness. 


“Build thee more stately mansions, O my soul, 
As the swift seasons roll; 
Let each new temple, nobler than the last, 
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 
*Til thou at length art free, 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life’s unresting sea.” 


3. Again, “Go forward,” is an insistent 
call to advance in religious training and leader- 
ship, in Christian education. The ancient Jews 
furnish us with an example of religious train- 
ing. Their religious educational system was 
unusually thorough and efficient. It was 
unique in the peculiar content of Divine revela- 
tion used as material for instruction. They 
taught this system, and posted its precepts upon 
their door-posts. 
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came a time when they became the victims of a © 


blind leadership. In subsequent years, the very 
representatives of this system gathered about 
the Cross to see the “Truth” crucified. And 
Jesus, who is the Truth, looks down from the 
Cross upon them and says, “Father, forgive 
them; they know not.”” What an indictment of 
their ignorance! They did not know. Here 
were leaders in the field of religious training 
who did not know the Truth, and who, in their 
ignorance, aided in the crucifixion of the Truth. 

Are we not in danger along the same line? 
If the old prophet were to speak out about our 
modern Church program, would he say: “My 
people are perished for lack of knowledge?” 
Once God winked at our ignorance, but now He 
calls us to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
He calls for a consecrated and trained leader- 
ship to go forward in the training of the vast 
army of young life in the essentials of Chris- 
tian living. While we are educating in all the 
fields of professional and business life, we 
should wake to the fact that the greatest need 
of all is just here. 

4. Moreover, as a Church and as individ- 


a 
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uals, we are to go forward to larger service. 
It is all right to give a cup of cold water in 
the name of a disciple if that is all we have to 
give. It is beautiful to give the widow’s mite 
if we happen to be widows and have no more 
to give. But we cannot afford for a single 
moment to stop at giving cups of cold water 
’ and widows’ mites while we ourselves abound 
in wealth. We must give more than mites and 
more than cold water. There are a thousand 
wrongs to be righted. There is rank injustice 
in our social order which must be adjusted. 
And love lies at our feet, bleeding and out- 
raged. The world is in a welter of unrest and 
confusion. Selfishness is still rampant in our 
highest civilizations. What opportunity is ours 
to-day to go forward in giving to the world a 
greater and more far-reaching service! 

Jesus Himself declared this to be His own 
mission in the world. “I am among you as 
one that serves.” ‘He that would be great 
among you, let him be your servant.” Has it 
not been our shame in the past and is it not our 
shame in the present that we have sought and 
are now seeking greatness in all other direc- 
tions? No life is worthy that is not dedicated 
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and consecrated to the task of service. He that 
saves his life shall lose it. The picture that 
Jesus paints for us of the final triumph is a 
picture of one that has served. “I was in 
prison and ye visited me; naked, and ye clothed 
me; sick, and ye ministered unto me. As often 
as ye have done it unto the least of these, ye 
have done it unto Me.” And then He utters 
the last and profoundest utterance that can 
ever be made to a human soul: “Enter thou 
_ into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Seven 


THE DIVINE ENERGY 
John 14:26 
Acts 1:8 


At the risk of being hackneyed, we are going 
to speak to you for a while this morning on the 
Holy Spirit; for there is no other subject, it 
would seem to us, more important. If we are 
to know anything about the Divine Energy, 
we must know something about the Holy 
Spirit. We, therefore, need to be continually 
taught in regard to Him. Not to recognize 
Him and honor Him is to miss our highest and 
best possibility in advancing the Kingdom of 
God. There were believers in St. Paul’s day 
who had not heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit. After all of these years, no doubt there 
are a great many who, as yet, know little or 
nothing of Him. Let us, therefore, prayerfully 
think of the Holy Spirit. 

79 
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In a peculiar sense, this is the age and dis- 
pensation of the Holy Spirit. There was a 
time when God dealt directly with His people. 
By and by, in the fulness of time, He sent 
His Son Jesus into the world. He, after hav- 
ing performed His task, went away, at the 
same time sending into the world the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, who, He said, would 
abide with us forever. Since this is true, it 
is vastly important that we recognize and 
honor Him, 

And, too, we have a distinct and religious 
advantage in having the Holy Spirit as the 
representative of Jesus. We are thinking, of 
course, of His bodily presence. We used to 
sing in an old song that we would like to have 
been with Jesus when He walked among men. 
It is a wrong sentiment, a wrong conception. 
Jesus said: “It is better for you that I go 
away; for if I go not away, the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Spirit, will not come unto 
you.” This expediency lies in the fact that the 
Disciples had learned to depend upon their sight 
and hearing in regard to Jesus. But when the 
Holy Spirit would come, He would not be sub- 
ject to sight nor sound. The Holy Spirit’s 


THE DIVINE ENERGY 81 


place in their religious lives would become per- 
manent and abiding, not subject to any sort of 
material limitations. It is, therefore, nothing 
more than a childish dream to fancy that we 
would be better off with the personal presence 
of Jesus than we are with the presence of the 
Spirit. 
1, In the first place, the Holy Spirit is the 
Divine Energy that convicts. This statement 
may seem trite. But we dare not get away 
from it. It is so important; so necessary. It 
is one thing to be convinced; it is altogether 
another thing to be convicted. One may be 
convinced by human agency; one may be con- 
victed only by the Divine Agency. Only the 
Holy Spirit can bring home to the soul the 
awfulness of sin with its guilt and gloom. It 
is altogether possible that we may undertake 
to do too much of the work ourselves. It is 
_ hard to shape the iron when it is cold. Possibly 
there is nothing that is more needed to-day than 
the spirit of genuine conviction so that men 
and women out of Christ may feel themselves 
to be utterly lost and undone; so that they may 
understand the awfulness of sin against God 
and alienation from Him. There is need for 
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a spirit of conviction that will make men and 
women cry out in their inmost souls: “What 
must I do to be saved?”’ The cry may not be 
audible. It is not necessary for it to be. But it 
must be the deepest longing of the heart. Oh, 
for the spirit of genuine conviction! 

2. The Holy Spirit regenerates. “No man 
can say that Jesus is the Christ except it is 
given of him by the Holy Spirit.” The fact 
of regeneration, of the new birth, is the great- 
est fact of the Christian religion. One must 
be born again. Now, it is the Holy Spirit that 
regenerates, that brings the life of God into 
the human soul. It is the Holy Spirit that is 
the Divine Energy, the energy that numbers 
us among the “twice-born men.” Without be- 
ing born again, it is impossible to see the King- 
dom of God. And we are reborn by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that 
transfers the Divine Life into the human. It 
is the Holy Spirit that applies all that Christ 
did and said. It is the Holy Spirit that applies 
salvation. It is He that makes it actual to the 
heart. 

3. Not only so, but the Holy Spirit makes 
intercession for us. Let us thank God that 
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this is so. There are longings in our hearts 
far beyond the power of human speech to ex- 
press. Itis impossible for our tongues to frame 
sentences with which to tell God what we de- 
sire. But we have the golden promise that 
when speech is inadequate, when words utterly 
fail, the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us 
- with groanings that can not be uttered. What 
a comfort to our hearts to know that where our 
own prayer breaks down in utter inadequacy 
the Holy Spirit takes it up and finishes the 
prayer for us! It is beautiful that this is so, 
for He understands the heart’s deepest pas- 
sions, its deepest longings and desires. 

meee ne’ Eloly Spirit is Teacher. ‘‘He shall 
teach you all things and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you.” And is not that one of the things we 
need most? Spiritual ignorance abounds. 
There is great ignorance of God’s word. I do 
not mean ignorance of the mere letter of the 
‘Word, but ignorance in the sense that we fail 
to perceive the truth as spiritual power. The 
reason that Bible reading is so stupid and un- 
interesting to many of us is that its pages are 
not illumined by the Holy Spirit. 
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There has never been a time when men 
searched more diligently for the truth than to- 
day, truth in all its various directions. There 
is the search for scientific truth, and the search 
for spiritual truth. More people at present are 
interested in spiritual truth than ever before. 
For this, we thank God and take courage. But 
if we are to distinguish truth from falsehood, 
and discover truth more fully, we must be led 
of the Holy Spirit. Under His guidance, our 
search becomes wholesome, discriminating, and 
enriched. What a vast and wondrous realm 
is truth! And what an all-wise and unfailing 
Guide we have as we penetrate its depths and 
discern beauty! 

The Holy Spirit teaches us, also, the wisdom 
whereby we know how to approach and win 
men and women for Christ’s Kingdom. There 
is no power in the universe that teaches one the 
art of approach, the approach to the unsaved, 
like the Hoty Spirit. If we are to become ex- 
perts in the art of approach, and in the winning 
of souls, we must be taught of the Holy Spirit. 
There is so much of our endeavor that goes 
for practically nothing. We strike so many 
blows blindly. We approach our task scarcely 
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knowing what we do or even what we desire. 
Our speech seems so ineffective. The fields are 
white unto harvest. The whole world is ripe 
and ready for the coming of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Oh, that disciples in this twentieth century 
might abide in the school of God’s Holy Spirit 
that they might learn to be adepts in the holy 
craft of the saving of men and women. - 

And the Holy Spirit brings to one’s life a 
sort of holy winsomeness that makes one all 
but invincible in the touch upon the life. This 
is just the sort of help the Sunday school 
teacher needs in training and developing his or 
her class. This is just what the wife needs to 
win a godless husband or son or daughter. It 
‘is what the husband needs to be a fitted leader 
at the head of his home. However gifted and 
however learned we may be, we can never come 
into our best until we are taught of the Spirit 
of God. 

5. And, in the fifth and last place, the Holy 
Spirit empowers. The love of power is one 
of the supreme passions of the soul. It has 
been technically defined as the property of a 
substance or being that is manifested in effort 
or action, and by virtue of which that substance 
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or being produces change, moral or physical. 
A more simple definition is that power is that 
property by which we exercise control over 
anything. And we need not stop to argue how 
deeply the desire to control permeates, and 
has permeated, the heart of humanity. This 
desire manifests itself early in life and grows 
with the years. 

Now the history of the human race is noth- 
ing more or less than a record of man’s thirst 
and search for power. Abel went down into 
the earth’s first tomb because of a desire on 
the part of Cain to have supremacy over him. 
Adam and Eve yielded to the eating of the 
apple, directly against the command of God, 
in order to gain mental power. Ancient Mem- 
phis, Babylon, Rome, gave their very souls to 
become seats of power. The lives of Alexander 
the Great, Napoleon, Cesar, and thousands 
of others, were all one mad passion for mili- 
tary power. Lady Hamilton had an insatiable 
thirst, as have had millions of others, for social 
power. The Rothschilds, Vanderbilts, Goulds, 
Rockefellers, and others innumerable, have 
sought financial power. So at whatever point 
we may touch the history of the race, we find 
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it in its search for one sort of power or another. 
The greatest power of which a human being 
is capable is spiritual power. The lack of the 
realization of this fact explains much of the 
long drawn out tragedy of the human race. 
Secondary power has been made primary and 
primary power secondary. Surely, above all 
' other forms of power of which we are capable, 
there is none we need like spiritual power. 
Spiritual power is the transformer of the world. 
It is capable of redeeming society and making 
the desert to rejoice and blossom as the rose. 
We may not all have military power. That is 
within reach of only a fortunate few. Most of 
us may attain only limited social power. And 
possibly still less of us may have great financial 
or intellectual power. But the last man and 
woman of us may be royal in the realm of 
spiritual power. All have equal footing here, 
In all of God’s great worth-whiles every one 
of us has an equal show. 

And the text tells us how this power may be 
had. We do not come into the possession of it 
through the influence of gold. You remember 
Peter’s bold answer to one long ago who 
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offered to buy this power for money. Peter’s 
stern reply was, “Thy gold perish with thee.” 
Nor does it come because of superior intelli- 
gence, or extraordinary social charm. What, 
then, is its source? Here it is: “Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you,” or, “Ye shall receive power 
the Holy Spirit coming upon you.” 

The Disciples had desired the discussion on 
this occasion to take another direction. They 
proceeded to raise questions that did not con- 
cern their usefulness, their fitness for service. 
They were interested to know if Jesus had it 
in mind to set up His Kingdom at that time. 
Like many to-day, they were interested in ques- 
tions wholly foreign to the main issue. Jesus 
told them that there were some questions that 
they need not ask, questions that need not be 
answered. Questions of curiosity merely are 
never worth while in any realm. Jesus, there- 
fore, brings them sharply to the need that is 
immediate. He tells them that such questions 
are entirely irrelevant and useless; but that 
what they should be concerned about is that 
they have power to perform the tasks imposed 
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upon them. He makes it quite clear to them 
that the one supreme need is spiritual power; 
and that it may be obtained by the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. 

What a wonderful promise and possibility 
this! Jesus did not intend that we should go 
out cringing, apologizing, impotent, before the 
- world. He meant that we should go as beings 
of power before whom the strongholds of sin 
tremble. Sin has entrenched itself far and 
wide and deep, but we are not to be discouraged. 
The Holy Spirit will so empower us that we 
will be able to more than measure arms with 
wrong. Let us thank God for the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

_ And, if we are to carry on successfully the 
program of the Church of Christ in the world, 
we must have the Holy Spirit. How powerless 
we are! How impotent are our human 
methods! How ineffective our preaching! 
How utterly powerless all that we do without 
the power of the Holy Spirit! The promise 
is ours and our children’s that we shall receive 
power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon 
us. He is already here. The Master’s promise 
is that He will abide with us forever. God 


saving of a lost world. 


Eight 
LANDS YET TO BE POSSESSED 


“There remains yet very much land to be possessed.” 
—Joshua 13:1 


This is the language of the God of the uni- 
verse addressed to an old warrior who is about 
to stack his arms forever. Joshua has lived 
a wonderful life and has seen much of conquest. 
Now the end has come, and God is saying a 
few things to him as his day of activity comes 
to a close. “Joshua, you have taken quite a 
good deal of land, but there remains much more 
yet to be taken.” 

The statement of the text is not discourag- 
ing, but heartening. Whatever any one may 
say, it is not the easy and lazy way that fasci- 
nates us. The truly courageous are not dis- 
couraged by the fact that there is more land to 
be taken; rather are they delighted that it is 


true. Men have always done the hard and 
9gI 
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seemingly impossible thing. They have sought 
such tasks out rather than attempted to avoid 
them. It is the hard things that hold for us the 
greatest charm. We would not, therefore, 
undertake to enlist you for the great enter- 
prises that lie before us by telling you that 
they are easy. All enterprises that are worth 
while must ever challenge and tax our best 
energies. 

The text challenges us to conquest. What 
a thrilling word this! The idea grips us. We 
are not so much interested in what we have 
done as we are in what we are going to do. 
A prospect is always alluring and glorious. 
Life with prospects is always bewilderingly 
fair. We can only become sad and lonely as 
life’s bright prospects die away, and the mor- 
row ceases to hold any promise of future 
achievement. Always what we are going to 
do is the thing that holds us on life’s course 
and prevents our running wild. For one to 
feel that he has no task is to have already lived 
his life. Let us look toward the future with 
hope, remembering that there are great things 
yet to be done, much more land still to be pos- 
sessed. There is no other way to keep alive in 
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us the fire of youth and the dream of achieve- 
ment. 

“There remains much more land to be pos- 
sessed.” How happy we are to know it! What- 
ever Joshua, Moses, Paul, Columbus, Wesley, 
and that vast array of spiritual heroes may 
have done in the past, there are vast territories 
‘yet to be taken. God does not mean that there 
shall be any outlying districts. Nor are there 
any outsiders in His program. Let us thank 
God there is something to do. Let us thank 
Him more still for the blessed fact that our 
hands are not yet folded, and that we may have 
a part in it. 


I 


First, there is much land to be possessed in 
the vast region of non-attendance on the serv- 
ices of the church. In any given city, more 
folks remain away from church than attend. 
After nearly two thousand years of the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ not one half of the 
people of this beautiful city attend church. 
What a field we have here still unpossessed! 
We need to put on an intensive campaign to get 
folks to church. They need to come into the 
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atmosphere of the church and of worship. For 
one to attend church is a tremendous step 
toward becoming a Christian. The music, the 
preaching, and the general atmosphere of wor- 
ship awaken within him holy memories and 
feelings that have been dormant possibly for 
years and years. Oftentimes, it takes one back 
to the early morning-time of life when he sat 
in the place of worship with a Christian father 
and mother. How much easier it is, with holy 
and tender emotions awakened within one’s 
breast, for the Gospel of Jesus Christ to make 
an impression and have right of way in one’s 
heart and life! 

Possibly the lack of larger success in getting 
folks to church grows out of the fact that we 
have not followed the command of the Master. 
He was absolutely determined that the feast 
which He prepared should not go uneaten. 
Vacant seats at the table He would not endure. 
When those who were first invited did not 
come, He commanded that they go out into the 
regions beyond, into the byways and the 
hedges, and constrain them with the compelling 
power of a great passion and a great love to 
come to His feast. It seems very plain that 
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Jesus meant that the table should be filled 
whether it was filled with just the ones expected 
or invited, or not. We may have spent much 
of our time in the more attractive places dig- 
ging in what we thought was the richest soil, 
but the command of the Master is insistent 
that we compass the land until His table is 
. filled. . 

And this is a land that we must conquer 
again and again. There are great numbers 
who in former days found the way to the 
church, but who have got lost in multitudinous 
by-paths. There are those who wander off on 
the by-path of a thousand odd jobs on Sunday 
morning, tasks that have lain over throughout 
the week, such as fixing their cars or working 
their gardens. Others get lost in the alluring 
land of laziness. They sleep too late. Thus 
do they grow careless, and, by and by, the land 
that once was ours goes back into the possession 
of the enemy. Others lose their way in the 
currents and cross-currents of society and 
pleasure-seeking. God give us men and women 
who will “stay put” while the byways and the 
hedges, and the beautiful places as well, are 
explored for others. 
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II 


Then there is the land of systematic Chris- 
tian giving. Weare coming more and more to 
possess this land; but there is still much more 
to be possessed. It is wonderful how many 
folks one can find who charge all their bad 
accounts to God and the church. They charge 
their business failures to Him, and their doc- 
tors’ bills as well. And some go even further 
than that; they charge their investments to 
Him. Man after man do we meet who is 
building a home, or who has invested up to his 
capacity in some business enterprise, who lets 
the cause of Christ and His Church suffer 
while he seeks to get on “Easy Street.” It is 
wonderful how elastic our conscience is some- 
times when it comes to Christian giving. 

Money may seem to us to be very material- 
istic, and, in a sense, itis. It may have a very 
hardening and deadening effect upon one’s soul. 
But when rightly understood, money is a very 
sacred thing. It is the product of our best 
blood and brain. To puta dollar into the cause 
of the church is to put into it that much of 
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our very selves. To spend it uselessly and in 
sin is to destroy as much of ourselves as it 
took to produce this money. Jesus must carry 
His work on in the world through His children. 
And the church must be run on the money that 
men and women voluntarily put into its coffers. 
Oh, that we might possess the wonderful land 
-of Christian giving! For, after all, we are 
God’s stewards, handling His property. In the 
last analysis, we own nothing! We are acting 
as His agents. Let us remember, also, that 
the only blessing that is bigger than the world 
itself is contingent on placing our tithe in God’s 
storehouse. 


III 


Then there is the land of the Sunday school. 
My brothers, what a land is here! And how 
poorly have we compassed it! There are whole 
districts on districts where we have but little 
possessions, if any at all. There are thousands 
_ upon thousands of little children who are grow- 
ing up and going out into every avenue of life 
without any real vital religious and Christian 
training. I marvel when I think how little of 
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the land we yet possess in this fertile region. 
Here is greater opportunity for conquest than 
the Czsars or Alexanders ever dreamed of. 
Their conquests were in the realm of slaughter 
and earthly empire; this conquest is in the 
realm of human hearts. 

In recent years, we have conquered quite a 
goodly area in this direction, but we have 
scarcely yet touched the smiling land that is 
before us. We are in the midst of a great 
crusade of church building. We are waking 
up to the fact that we must have educational 
plants sufficiently equipped to take care of that 
vast army of little children who are now stand- 
ing upon the threshold of life. They must be 
trained in the things that pertain to Christ and 
His Church. Then, too, we must go into the 
outlying districts and gather in the thousands 
and hundreds of thousands who are growing 
up without the knowledge of God. Jesus Him- 
self stood in the midst of this wonderful field 
of opportunity and obligation and exclaimed to 
the people of His time and to the ages: “Suffer 
little children to come unto Me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the Kingdom of God.” 
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IV 


There is the land of lawlessness. What a 
tendency there is among men to throw off all 
restraint. We talk of liberty when we really 
_mean license. We are in great danger of be- 
coming a nation of law breakers. There is 
law galore, but the enforcement thereof is an- 
other matter. There has never been a time 
in the history of our great country when we 
so needed an aroused and enlightened Christian 
conscience upon this matter as we do now. 
Many of our good citizens, so called, override 
the law. Many argue that a certain law is not 
a good one; therefore, they have a right to 
break it. It is a mischievous conclusion and 
leads to direful consequences. We need a great 
revival for respect of law and constituted 
authority. 

The fact that lawlessness has taken deep hold 
upon us is seen in the cheapness of human life 
and in the multiplication of criminals, especi- 
ally among the young men of our land. The 
bootlegger, that bloodsucker and parasite on 
society, flourishes in our best regulated towns 
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and cities. And he gets much of his patronage 
from those who are looked upon as leading 
citizens. The leading jeweler of my city told 
me that his greatest sale for Christmas holiday 
presents was of wine and whiskey flasks. This 
terrible evil flourishes among the so-called high 
class of both men and women on down to the 
“jaded parasite” that haunts our streets by day 
and night. God help us to know that we can- 
not even be good citizens, much less Christians, 
while we run roughshod over the law. Oh, 
America, America, what is the profit if we gain 
billions and lose our own soul! God grant we 
may possess the land of law. 


Vv 


Then there is the land of our own lives, the 
land of spiritual growth and development. A 
wholly spirit-possessed man or woman is the 
outstanding need of the Church and society. 
Are we not in danger of carrying our church 
membership as a sort of paid-up life insurance 
policy that we place in the pigeon-hole to await 
the Judgment Day? Are we not in great 
danger of neglecting our soul-growth until we 
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become spiritual runts? The highest glory of 
any man is his possibility of growth. To be 
spiritual pigmies when we should be spiritual 
giants, is our shame. Some of us linger in 
the milk stage of Christian living so long that 
much of the valuable time of the Church is 
spent in running a sort of ecclesiastical nursery. 

It ought to sadden us when we remember 
how weak and impotent some of us are, when 
we should be robust and strong. There are 
wide areas in our hearts not yet given over to 
God. Much of this territory is given over to 
malice, to envy, to hatred. There is an area of 
worldliness and world-loving. What a fight 
must be made here if God is to possess these 
lands! There are arid wastes in our lives that 
need to be sunned in the light that comes from 
Calvary’s Cross. Oh, that the waste places of 
our lives may be made fertile by the indwell- 
ing of the Divine Spirit! 

And, after all, this is the door to all other 
lands about which we have spoken. It is the 
door to all other lands that should come into 
our Lord’s possession. When once we have 
fully surrendered ourselves to God, we shall 
also be able to take the unconquered lands that 
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lie before us. Naught can withstand the at- 
tack of spirit-filled men and women. The God 
that led Joshua is the same God who would 
lead us. He promised this warrior of old that 
nothing should stand before him all the days of 
his life. His testimony, when he came to the 
end of the day, is that God had kept absolute 
faith with him, and that nothing had success- 
fully stood in his way to victory. Neither will 
anything hinder us from triumphantly possess- 
ing all these lands if we trust in and follow 
the God of Joshua, 


Nine 
A MAN-MADE WORLD 


When we say a “man-made world,” we mean 
a world which man himself builds apart from 
cooperating with God. God meant, to be sure, 
that man should build and develop the world. 
But He intended, and still intends, that man 
shall do it in partnership with Himself. Man, 
therefore, to build an abiding world must do 
so by God’s help and according to God’s pattern. 

Broadly speaking, it would seem that man 
has generally undertaken to run the world with 
as little interference from God as possible. It 
seems that he has felt, and, in a large measure, 
still feels this is his prerogative; and that God 
does not greatly care to what degree he suc- 
ceeds. Man seems to have a sort of tacit agree- 
ment with himself that God accomplished His 
part when He created the world; and that He 
takes little or no hand in the world’s every day 
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This attitude on man’s part does not seem 
to be a premeditated plan to shut God out of 
the world. It would not seem that man means 
to be vicious in such an attitude. It seems 
rather to be a lack of a proper understanding 
on his part of God’s purpose, and of what God 
is trying to do. Man simply adjusts himself to 
the general situation of laying his own plans 
and running, in his own way, the world which 
God has made. 

Now this conception of a man-built world 
has been the source of innumerable sorrows and 
failures in the world order. Sorrow-laden and 
sin-begrimed, the world has suffered through 
the centuries. All the doctoring and tinkering 
and poulticing has amounted to next to noth- 
‘ing. For all of these things are only make- 
shifts. They have no permanent value. And, 
after centuries and centuries, the world’s hurt 
is still, in a large measure, unhealed. 

The trouble is that ours is largely a man- 
made world. And “no man-made world can 
permanently endure.” I think it is not neces- 
sary that we stop to argue this point. One 
needs only to consult history to see that, time 
after time, the world’s civilizations have utterly 
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failed and come to naught. Time after time 
has the fabric of world order been torn asun- 
der, This is true regardless of how securely 
man has builded. Time after time has the 
world had to be rebuilt. We are like a child 
who builds a house of blocks. When we have 
built so high down come the blocks. We shift 
the base of building here and yonder only to 
come to the same result in the end. 


I 


Man builds himself a social world. For long, 
long centuries, the social order was established 
on the basis of the survival of the fittest. His 
social ideal reached no higher than this. Under 
such an order, the strong could walk rough- 
shod over the weak. If one was not able to 
hold his own against another, either individual 
or nation, it was simply his misfortune. Social 
injustice has been rampant through the cen- 
turies. One can find many blurred and ugly 
pages of history just here. 

And are we not in a large measure under 
the same old influences and dominion? Our 
terms may be different. We are more refined 
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and polished in our relationships. Christian 
influences have had wholesome and large effect 
upon us. But does not, in some measure, at 
least, the same old spirit dominate us? People 
still try to do others before they do them. 
Such a social world can not endure. Look- 
ing back through the years, we can see where, 
time after time, the whole social fabric has gone 
to pieces. Revolutionary and civil wars have, 
time after time, given the world a baptism of 
blood. This means that a man-made social 
order can not permanently endure. Man alone 
is absolutely incompetent to build an abiding 
social fabric. If our great complicated social 
life endures, it must have a firm foundation. 
And no other foundation can any man lay than 
that which is laid in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We need to learn this, once and forever, or we 
must go on building, and falling, and failing. 


II 


Man builds himself a commercial world. 
Again, we need only consult history and our 
experience to see how inadequately and infirmly 
has he built this world. Carlyle denominated 
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England’s commercial life as “the dismal 
science.’ And a dismal science it has ever 
been, not alone in England, but throughout the 
world. Commercialism is indeed a dismal 
science, and will eventually fail. The great 
highways of trade in the Eastern world that 
were once so popular have been lost in the sands 
of the desert and forgotten in the silence of 
the wilderness. Nations that were once com- 
mercially great have lost their commercial pres- 
tige or have perished altogether. A man-built 
commercial world can not endure. 

To be sure, we have made some advancement. 
We have learned some things by the mistakes 
of the past. But are not our commercial rela- 
tionships still cold and more or less heartless? 
“Business is business,” we say, which is usu- 
ally a sort of apology for carrying on our busi- 
ness under the influence of pagan ideals. We 
do not yet dare trust each other. We do not 
show our hands. Much of selfishness abounds 
in nearly all of our trade relationships. We 
allow ourselves to become restless bargain- 
hunters. The clank of the coin is sweeter to 
our ears than the music of angelic choirs. 

May the Lord help us to remember that at 
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the center of all our commerce, there must be 
the Christ spirit and ideal, if our commercial 
world is to be built upon a firm basis. Nations 
great in commercial power have gone the way 
of all the earth for the reason that their sys- 
tems were man-made. An industrial world 
made alone by man must perish. 


III 


Again, man erects himself a world of happi- 
ness or pleasure. Godless pleasure has been 
one of the supreme curses of human history. 
It is still one of the supreme curses of the 
hour. People have tried through the ages to 
find their God in the sensory nerves. The mis- 
takes that have been made in the quest of happi- 
ness are as numberless as the sands. The 
modern world is still seeking happiness. A sort 
of mad hysteria seems to possess us to be enter- 
tained. All sorts of artifices are resorted to, 
but happiness has no boundary lines. It is not 
subject to latitude nor longitude. It can not 
be located on the map of the world. 

Now, happiness, based on the lust of the 
flesh, can not last. A man-made world of 
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pleasure has doom written upon its very heart. 
God help us to know that it is impossible for 
man, unaided, to build an enduring world of 
happiness. 

And is it not strange, indeed, that the God 
of the universe, who means that every one of 
us should live joyously and happily, should be 
run out of our pleasure program? Is it not 
strange that He who is the center of all that 
can bring permanent joy is so openly and glar- 
ingly ignored? Somehow the idea seems to 
possess us that to have a good time is to dismiss 
God to begin with. We don’t seem to be able 
to reconcile a good time and God. 


IV 


Man also builds national worlds, govern- 
mental worlds. History recites their stories. 
One after another has he constructed. One 
after another have they come to impotence 
and failure. One after another, they have 
shaped themselves into a shadow, a cloud, and 
have passed forever to the silence of the dead. 
Where are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Rome? 
The only answer is their silence. These na- 
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tions lifted their heads amid bronze and brass; 
then, in the full height of their glory, fell; and 
great was the fall. 

And what ailed them? They forgot that 
righteousness exalts a nation, and that sin is 
ever the greatest reproach to any people. The 
superstructures were superb and pretentious, 
but their foundations were not on the solid 
rock. They, therefore, were swept away in 
the flood tide of their godless profligacy., 

And in what sort of shape do we find our- 
selves to-day—with all of our peace tables, in- 
ternational conferences, and Hague Tribunals? 
Can not the world furnish one single man who 
will rise at our peace conferences and tell the 
poor, old, restless, bleeding world the truth 
about herself? Will not some prophet of the 
‘living God stand up in his place and dare to 
say that any man-made nation or any man- 
made international relationships will only doom 
us to a bitter, biting disappointment, and that | 
they can not permanently succeed? 


V. 


Man builds himself an educational world. 
John Sharp Williams, in a campaign to raise 
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money for the University of the South, said: 
“All education that is not religious is danger- 
ous.” Is not this true? May an educational 
system that fails to reach the heart of things 
be safely trusted? Will such education fit the 
individual for proper living in the highest 
sense? Knowledge is a feast any way one 
takes it. To read the secrets in the bowels of 
the earth, or to walk “the serene and shining 
pathway of the stars,” is quite enjoyable. But 
to fail to know Him who laid the foundation 
of the earth, and not to know Him who burns in 
the fire of all the stars, is but to sit down to a 
Bacchanalian feast. 

And has not the world recently had an ex- 
ample of education that ended largely in itself? 
There has never been a nation in history that 
developed a greater educational system than 
did Germany. But, in spite of all of this, she 
miserably failed. Our world has had enough 
experience by now to know that any system of 
education that leaves God out, only intensifies 
our discontent, and offers no ultimate goal for 
society. 

- We may build great colleges and universities ; 
but failure awaits us unless the Divine is in the 
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plan. No man-made educational system can 
permanently endure. The eternal Thinker can 
not be ignored and the world do right thinking. 


VI 


And, in the last place, man builds himself a 
religious world. The world is cursed with re- 
ligions, and has been almost since the begin- 
ning of time. Isn’t the history of man sad on 
his religious side? Not all the tears that have 
been shed since the old world started on her 
course could express one half the sadness of 
this sad story. 

Look at her idols, her Molochs, her beastly 
altars, her star-gazers, her fire worshipers, all 
the long drawn out agony of the centuries of 
man worshiping the god he himself has made! 

It is better now. But are we not in some 
measure to-day doing the same? We do not 
have an ancient idol in our offices or in our 
homes. But are we not worshiping the god 
of Mammon? Are we not seeking a new re- 
ligion that is insipid and as impotent as “‘frozen 
serpents”? Is there not great danger that we 
shall attempt to build our religious world upon 
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a sort of defied humanity, rather than upon the 
crucified but risen Christ? Oh, may the power 
of God help us to know to-day that a man- 
made world in any realm whatsoever is 
doomed! And may God help us to build our 
social world, our commercial world, our pleas- 
ure world, our national world, our educational 
world, our religious world, on the basic prin- 
ciple of righteousness, which righteousness is 
exemplified in Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Ten 


THE STRIPLING 
I Samuel 17:58 


This is a most charming story; for it is a 
story of youth and of combat. A fight is 
always interesting. This is true even when the 
antagonists are evenly matched. But when 
they are very unequally matched, as they are 
in this case, the interest is greatly intensified. 
Here we have a story of the small against the 
_ large, of the strong against the weak. Whose 
heart does not thrill at the sight of such daring 
against odds? 

The story is that of a beardless youth going — 
to mortal combat with not only one who is a 
giant, but also one who has long been seasoned 
in battle. For a number of days this giant’s 
presence had sent terror to the hearts of the 
whole Israelitish army. He would come out 
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frightening the soldiery out of their wits. He 
was known far and wide as the most formid- 
able warrior of all the country round about. 
Israel was unable to decide upon any definite 
line of action since a personal challenge had 
gone forth from the giant for some one to meet 
him in battle. In the midst of this humiliating 
dilemma, there appeared upon the scene a lad 
from the hills. His step was elastic. His eye 
was bright. His cheek was ruddy. With the 
utmost composure, he himself accepted the 
challenge of the giant, while both armies 
awaited the issue. 

They did not have to wait long. Abner, who 
was keeping a sharp watchout, presently saw 
a strange sight; and discovered, by and by, 
that the sight that greeted his eyes was none 
other than David himself, coming from the 
conflict and bearing in his own hands the head 
of the giant. When this was reported to Saul, 
the king requested Abner to find out who the 
-stripling was. But David came into the im- 
mediate presence of the king himself, who in- 
quired of him in the language of the text: 
“Whose son art thou, thou young man?” 

And did you ever stop for a moment to think 
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what a natural human question this is? There 
is no doubt but that we would ask the very 
same question to-day. When any one does 
something extraordinary, we at once desire to 
know all about him, who he is, and where he 
comes from. It was so with Saul. ‘See here, 
boy, who are you? Whose son are you? 
Where did you come from?” How up to date 
it all is! 

In that far-off time, the king was not famil- 
iar with the laws of psychology and heredity, 
as we are to-day. But he feit sure, no doubt, 
that a beardless youth, who answered the chal- 
lenge of a mighty giant in the name of the 
Lord God of Hosts, and who took off the 
giant’s head, was more than apt to have had 
the right sort of parental training. And David, 
not the slightest abashed in the king’s presence, 
made straightforward answer, telling his 
father’s name. It is beautiful that he was not 
ashamed of Jesse, his father, and still more 
beautiful that Jesse was not a father to be 
ashamed of. “I am the son of Jesse.” We 
thank God for both father and son. They still 
hold an unchanging and unfading charm, and 
will, while time is allotted to men. 
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I 


While our text does not speak of the mother, 
we make no doubt as to her goodness of heart. 
We make no doubt but that she was a true 
follower of God, and that she had her share in 
making David what he was. Jesse himself was 
accounted worthy to be the first in the ancestral 
line that would one day culminate in the com- 
ing of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. 

David was fortunate, therefore, in having 
such a father. He was a good man. It is bet- 
- ter to be noted for goodness than to be noted 
for intelligence, for honor, for wealth, or for 
anything else in the world. There is no heri- 
tage so rich as that of having a good father 
and mother. 

Years ago, when I was trying to teach a 
little school far back in the hills, a letter came 
one afternoon saying that mother was danger- 
ously ill. The Tennessee River lay between me 
and the old home which was some thirty-five or 
forty miles away. The only chance I had of 
reaching home was to borrow a horse or mule 

from some neighboring farmer. To this end, 
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I proceeded down the country road, coming 
soon to a very good-looking farm house. The 
old hill-farmer came to the door in response 
to my knock. I immediately informed him of 
my need. He was not acquainted with me. The 
first thing, therefore, that he did was to ask 
me in the very language of the text: “Whose 
son are you?” I told him I was the son of W. 
B. Chappell. He said: “Are you the son of old 
Squire Bill Chappell?” I answered him in the 
affirmative. His reply was: “Son, I have two 
horses, a buggy, and a covered wagon. If you 
are the old man’s son, you may have them all 
if you want them.” It was the first time that 
I, a green country boy, really understood what 
it meant to have a father who passed down to 
his son the rich heritage of a good name and a 
blameless life. 

A man said to me the other day that he was 
a chip off the old block. He was trying to ex- 
plain why he had done some ill. Often do 
we use the old proverb without knowing that 
we utter a deep truth. Chips off the old block 
have gone to the President’s chair and to the 
electric chair for no other reason than that 
they were chips off the old block. May God 
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help us that the “old block” may be a good one 
so that the “chip” may have a fair chance in 
the world of being good also. 

What an opportunity Jesse would have 
missed if he had not been a good man! How 
different it might have been with David! And, 
if David had not been a good man, things might 
have been different for the whole world. “I 
am the son of Jesse,” he answered, and the fire 
of noble pride beams in his eye. It did not 
occur to Jesse that he was bringing up a boy 
who would become one of the most powerful 
and versatile men and kings known to human 
history. What opportunities fathers and 
mothers miss by not’ being good men and 
women! We miss more just here than any 
other place in all the world. It doesn’t matter 
so much how much of this world’s goods we 
leave our children. This is a small matter. 
But it matters eternally what we do for them 
in the high realm of goodness. There is noth- 
ing that can possibly atone for the fact of my 
not being a godly father or a godly mother. 
There is absolutely no substitute in this high 
realm. My father was a good man. My 
mother was a good woman. If you can say 
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that, you have said the biggest thing about 
them that can possibly be said. And may God 
help us as fathers and mothers to so live that 
it may be truly said of us by our children. 


II 


It is possible, however, to have godly parents 
and to be ungodly children. David was true 
to the God of his fathers. There were times 
of relapse. There were times when he lost his 
way, lost his bearings. But, in the long run, 
he was true to his early teachings, and his early 
dreams. He could never get away from the 
teachings that had become part and parcel of 
his life back there in the sunny years of child- 
hood under the influence of a godly father. 
The powers of evil may rob us of many things, 
but the lessons learned in the Christian home 
are the ones that longest abide. 

Many sons and daughters have side-stepped 
the straight and narrow way because they have 
momentarily forgotten whose children they 
were. As the question of the text rings out 
this morning: ‘‘Whose son art thou, whose 
daughter art thou?” let us remember the rich 
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heritage that is ours, so that we may be faith- 
ful and true to the highest and best. 

Many of us were brought up in Christian 
homes. It is sad to say that some of us have 
not been true to our early training; some of us 
have forgotten the prayers of saintly fathers 
and mothers; some of us have squandered the 
rich heritage of a Christian home in riotous 
living. In the name of all that we hold dear, 
may we be true to those who sacrificed most 
for us. Son, daughter, if God gave you a good 
father and a good mother, you have more 
wealth than is to be found in all the gold that 
sparkles in the bottom of the Ganges. You 
may, therefore, answer the question, ‘““Whose 
son art thou?” unashamed and unafraid! 


III 


Now the home is the unit of society. The 
Christian home is the greatest asset of our 
civilization; while its greatest liability is the 
godless. The home life of to-day is beset with 
many difficulties. These difficulties are in- 
creased by the intricate relationships of the 
hurried times in which we live. There are more 
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societies, more organizations, and more clubs 
than ever before in the history of the world. 

Not long ago an excellent Christian gentle- 
man came to me with tears flowing down his 
cheeks. He said: “Pastor, our home life is 
almost broken up. We rarely have our family 
together any more. The goings and comings of 
the children are so different from what they 
were when I was a boy. Once we had family 
prayer, but now it seems impossible. The so- 
cial demands are such that it seems we are 
powerless to have the home life that we once 
enjoyed.” 

And is this not too true everywhere? Are 
not the multitudinous social demands such that 
the modern home almost loses its identity? We 
begin giving parties now for our children as 
early as six years of age, and the frequency of 
these increases as they grow older. The family 
group is thus almost destroyed. Humanity is 
thus in danger of becoming nothing more than 
a general heterogeneous mass of people. 

Some years ago there was a great storm at 
Galveston, Texas. Wind and wave made 
havoc of that fair city and destroyed thousands 
of lives. In recent years a great sea-wall has 
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been built on the sea front to prevent the re- 
currence of such a tragedy. If the sea ever 
breaks over this wall, the whole surrounding 
country will be laid waste; likewise, if the 
home wall be broken, the whole social order will 
be open to ruin. 

One of the most arresting facts of to-day is 
that most of our criminals are young men. 
The cause of this is, without doubt, the failure 
somewhere down the line in the functioning of 
the home life. Parental authority in recent 
years has suffered a tremendous loss. The 
breakdown in the home life accounts for most 
of the breakdowns in the moral and religious 
lives of the people. There can be no real safe- 
guarding of society that does not begin at the 
foundation, which is the home. If obedience 
is not learned in the home, it is exceedingly 
doubtful that it will be learned anywhere. If 
our children are outlaws in the home, they are 
more than apt to be outlaws in society. Our 
American institutions are safe only so long as 
America’s home life is sound. Our flag will 
stand for something and our country will be 
secure if the American home functions rightly. 
To play fast and loose with our homes is to 
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make uncertain the whole social fabric. If 
France needed mothers in the days of the great 
Napoleon, truly America to-day needs both 
fathers and mothers who will build and govern 
homes. 

We may succeed in building a great busi- 
ness; we may succeed in establishing ourselves 
socially; but if we fail to be successful in our 
home life, we have failed in the highest sense 
—a failure for which nothing can atone. This 
failure is not only immediate, but it projects 
itself into the future and causes the future 
generations to suffer. 

Out of the atmosphere of a good home come 
the men and women who hold society together. 
There is nothing that can possibly take the place 
of the wholesome atmosphere of the Christian 
home. From such homes do we get most of our 
preachers, missionaries, and Sunday school 
workers. It is next to impossible to grow 
strong men and women outside of such an at- 
mosphere. It was out of such a home as this 
that David came. No doubt this is one of the 
chief explanations of that many-sided and won- 
derful life of his, which is still fresh and power- 
ful in the world, The home of Jesse may have 
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been a very simple one. Jesse himself may 
have been a very ordinary simple old gentle- 
man. But out of his home came a laddie whose 
shepherd’s crook is more powerful than the 
scepters of kings and whose song sings on to 
the generations of men, three thousand years 
not being able to stop the music of his golden 
voice. “I am the son of Jesse,” he bravely 
answered, not realizing perhaps that he was 
giving the generations the clue to the great life 
he was to live. 

Now the Christian home is our hope both for 
the church and the state. The flag can never 
rise above America’s home life. Its luster 
must be borrowed always from the worth of 
the people it represents. The flag and the 
Constitution do not make them. We might fly 
the flag over the Hottentots in Africa and we 
might give them our Constitution; but they 
would remain the same. The Constitution and 
the flag get their meaning from us. And let us 
say that neither of them can be higher than 
our home life. Neither can the Church rise 
above the home. The home is the gauge to our 
complicated social order, neither falling below 
it nor rising above it. Let our highest aim, 
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therefore, not be for a fine home—although it is 
no harm to have a fine home—but let our high- 
est ambition be to have a CHRISTIAN home. 
Let every child have the fine heritage of a 
Christian home. Then, when the fledglings 
have all flown to other lands and other shores, 
they will not only be safe themselves, but they 
will be an abiding blessing to the world. 


Eleven 
THE LIFE REAL 


Luke 12:15 


“And He said unto them, Take heed, and be- 
ware of covetousness; for a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.”’ 


In the passage from which this text is taken, 
the Great Teacher is speaking on the most 
momentous issues that ever engaged the human 
mind and heart. First, He tells His hearers 
whom they should and should not fear. He 
tells them that they should not fear those who 
have power to destroy the body, but not power 
to touch the soul; but that they should fear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. In the second place, He discusses con- 
fession. He tells them that unless men and 
women confess Him before men, He will not 
confess them before the Father and the angels. 
Then, in the third place, He speaks of the un- 
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pardonable sin. He tells them that all manner 
of sin shall be forgiven except blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit. “This sin,” says He, 
“shall not be forgiven in this world nor in the 
world to come.” What tremendous and 
weighty themes! Could the All-Wise Teacher 
Himself speak of anything that should hold our 
attention more than these great subjects? 

But right in the midst of this marvelous dis- 
cussion a very unseemly thing happens. While 
the words are still hot on the lips of the Master, 
some one in the crowd blurts out this request: 
“Make my brother divide the estate with me.” 
The power of Jesus Christ to destroy both soul 
and body in torment, confessing Christ before 
the world, and the unpardonable sin, all meant 
little or nothing to him so long as he faced the 

‘danger of losing a part of his share of the 
estate. What an utter lack of spiritual com- 
prehension the man showed! Standing as he 
did that day in the presence of the Greatest of 
the great, he could not see beyond the horizon 
of his inheritance. 

And is not this just where we are so apt to 
miss the everlasting reality of things to-day? 
Is it not just here that we get in wrong so many 
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times in life’s fundamental relationships? Is 
not the greatest tragedy that comes to us the 
missing of the eternal fitness of things? 

Think of it! A part of his father’s estate 
meant more to this man than great questions 
bearing the weight of eternity on them. He 
thought only of real estate while he stood with- 
_ in hearing of the most profoundly significant 
utterances that ever fell on human ears. And 
it does not seem so much a question of mean- 
ness, of viciousness, on the man’s part; but 
rather a damnable short-sightedness which 
caused him to miss the mark altogether. Poor 
fellow! He prated of patrimony when he 
might have listened to words that would have 
taught him the whole secret of the life here and 
of the life to come. 


I 


Now the man had the wrong conception of 
life. He thought his father’s estate was the 
principal thing in his life. He was living on 
the basis that one’s life means how much of 
the world he owns. He confused getting with 
living, possessing with serving. 
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This episode took place long centuries ago. 
But how much has man’s conception of life 
changed since then? Progress has, indeed, 
been made. But do we not still quarrel with 
one another over lands and estates? Do not 
the business men of our cities still run the risk 
of forfeiting one another’s friendship for the 
things of the world? Do not members of the 
Church still get angry and even quit speaking 
to each other over the question of earthly 
wares? Do not brothers and sisters still fall 
out and fight over their father’s estate? “How 
well you, brother and sister, loved each other 
before you quarreled over that two pound 
note!” said Thackeray. Is not this true but 
sad irony on human life? And all this grows 
,out of the fact of our false estimate of what 
life really means. It grows out of the fact that 
we consider that life is outward, not inward. 

Do we not meet such on the streets and 
everywhere every day? Here is a man who 
thinks of life only in terms of material values. 
All his endeavors center around that one idea 
until it becomes the chief passion of his soul. 
Not to get things is to fail. Therefore to 
obtain material things he jeopardizes every, 
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other interest: his health, his family, his spiri- 
tual welfare. 

Hence the spiritual poverty which is so sadly 
prevalent. For to reckon life on the abundance 
of the things which one possesses is to move 
on to that outer darkness where the life worth 
while holds no appeal. 


II 


Now we must not understand the lesson of 
the morning to teach that Jesus is opposed to 
one’s possessing property. There was nothing . 
wrong with the fact that the father of these 
boys owned an estate. It was right and proper 
that he should. Neither was there anything 
wrong in the fact that this son wanted his 
share. He had both a moral and a legal right 
to it, as the son of his daddy. The trouble was 
that he set the ideals of his life upon this ma- 
terial basis. It was just here he placed his 
life’s emphasis. Destiny, God, eternity, all the 
great spiritual realities, in fact, were side- 
tracked. 

And can not we see how utterly one blunders 
that would make God secondary to a piece of 
property? Is it not plain that he has lost the 
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sense of values? When the highest here and 
in the life hereafter fail to win our attention 
from the value of a piece of real estate, have 
we not lost the meaning of life itself? While 
Jesus, therefore, did not belittle the possession 
of property, He did regard it as altogether 
secondary. Whatever may be the conditions 
of any man in regard to his possessions, these 
Jesus always regarded as mere circumstances. 
He showed little, if any, interest in money just 
as a matter of intrinsic value. He was in- 
terested in people. A child, a beggar, a prince, 
a fallen woman, any person anywhere and 
under any circumstances, always brought from 
Jesus His highest skill both as a Teacher and 
as the Great Physician. But of the earthly 
goods that men gathered around them, He took 
notice only to warn them not to identify such 
things with the life real. 

Now the life real does not consist of mate- 
rial things at all. It is not a question of what 
a man may have or may not have. It is a ques- 
tion of his attitude. What is your attitude 
toward your business, toward your position? 
And this was just what Jesus was trying to get 
the crowd to see on the occasion of His address. 
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It is what He is ever trying to get men and 
women to see. He wants them to have the 
right attitude toward life, the right attitude 
toward things. It matters not whether one be- 
longs to that class who is trying to gather 
much of earthly goods about them, or to the 
other class that makes only a bare living. If 
one puts it upon the basis even of food and 
clothes, it is all the same. For Jesus said: 
“Life is more than food and more than 
raiment.” 

And that is what people are ever needing 
more and more to learn—that life is something 
more. Life is not money, not wealth, not fine 
homes, not costly equipage, not food, not any 
material thing. You may be surrounded with 
everything for which the heart could wish. 
The material world may exhaust itself in sup- 
plying and gratifying your every desire, but 
life is more, still and everlastingly more. 
Things contribute to life, but they are not life. 

Just here we may account for all the heart- 
sickness, all the welter and confusion and un- 
rest of the peoples of the world. Starting 
with a wrong conception, it is no wonder that 
we come to disillusionment and dissatisfaction. 
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It is not possible that we shall successfully in- 
terpret life when we have missed life’s real 
meaning. Possibly there is no picture that has 
ever been painted to the mind and imagination 
of man sadder than that of the Prodigal Son 
in the far country trying to satisfy himself 
on the husks that the swine ate. The saddest 
sight that we see to-day is that presented by the 
thousands upon thousands who, though not ac- 
tually eating the husks of the swine, are feed- 
ing on diet just as unsubstantial and just as 
unsatisfying. Only when men understand the 
utter impotence of things to give satisfaction 
can they hope to lay hold of a genuine under- 
standing of life. But in what does a man’s 
life consist? What is the real secret of life? 
1. In the first place, it consists of what a 
man is. ‘Take heed unto thyself,” was the ex- 
hortation of the great Paul to Timothy. We 
must ever keep in mind that life is not merely 
existence. We must ever remember that it 
is not what we have, but what we are—just 
what we are, stripped of every earthly posses- 
sion and all earthly emoluments. Lazarus had 
very little as he was lying there at the rich 
man’s doorsteps in the long ago. But Lazarus 
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himself was a great deal. Measured by the 
standards of the world, he was not considered 
good enough to dwell in the rich man’s palace 
or even to lie on the rich man’s front porch. 
A poor specimen was he physically, uncomely 
and full of sores, But in the everlasting real- 
ity of things, he was good enough for a. place 
in Abraham’s bosom and in God’s eternal King- 
dom. His abiding riches were in what he was. 

And is this not where we need to-day to 
_ place the emphasis? Was it not Talleyrand 
who said, “It is not that a man is rich, smart, 
handsome, or well-meaning, but is he some- 
body?” What one is determines the matter. 
“Yes,” said a young man to the preacher some 
days ago, “I know there is a hell.””’, And put- 
ting his hand on his left breast, he said, 
“Preacher, it is right here.” This young man 
had plenty of the world’s goods, was a gradu- 
ate of one of our great universities, was splen- 
didly endowed, but the self of him was all 
wrong. The awful cry of the fallen Satan 
heard in the midnight of long ago expresses 
this deep truth: ‘Oh, infinite wrath and in- 
finite despair, which way I flee is hell! I my- 
self am hell!” 
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2. In the second place, a man’s life con- 
sists in the abundance of service he renders. 
In our world order there are no outsiders. 
Every rational man and woman has a place 
in God’s plan. Every one has his task, his work 
to perform in the world. At the end of life’s 
day, it will not matter materially what one has 
accumulated; but it will matter infinitely what 
he has done. The Judge of all the earth will 
look into the matter of one’s contribution to 
God’s great program in the world. To every 
man his work—that is God’s plan. Every one 
must fill his or her place according to the meas- 
ure of ability that God has given. And, seeing 
that the time is short, does it not behoove us to 
put our hands to the holy craft of service? 
What we do we must do quickly. Time seems 
to be so hurried. 


“Work, for the night is coming, 
Work through the morning hours ; 
Work while the dew is sparkling, 
Work ’mid springing flow’rs; 

Work when the day grows brighter; 
Work in the glowing sun; 

Work, for the night is coming, 
When man’s work is done.” 


The last question on the lips of the Judge 
at the final Judgment relates to what we have 
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done. Upon the answer to this question we 
stand or fall on the last great day. Jesus an- 
swered and said unto them: “As often as ye 
did it not unto the least of these, ye did it not 
unto Me. Depart, therefore, into everlasting 
night.” On the affirmative side, He answered 
and said unto them: “As often as ye did it 
unto the least of these, ye did it unto Me. 
Enter into the joys of your Lord.” 


III 


In answer to the man’s request to Jesus to 
settle the dispute between him and his brother, 
the Master replied that He did not decide such 
questions, that He was not a divider of goods. 
Now Jesus might have granted his request. He 
might have looked into the case and passed 
judgment on the righteousness of each 
brother’s claims. But in doing so, He would 
have been no more than a secular judge on the 
bench passing judgment. Jesus, therefore, re- 
fused to place Himself in any such light. Had 
he settled this dispute after the fashion of man 
it would have amounted to but little. Any num- 
ber of such cases as this might have been 
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brought to His attention. Jesus refused to 
allow Himself to be dragged into such paltry 
matters, And, turning to the crowd, He ad- 
‘dressed those present on the great principles 
that underlie human conduct and that always 
will do so. “Take heed . . . a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of the things 
which he possesses.”’ No, He did not settle the 
little dispute between the two brothers that 
day. But He did speak words which, if rightly 
followed, will heal all such disputes among all 
men until the end of time. 

And we can not separate Jesus from His 
teachings. It is He Himself that gives mean- 
ing to the words which He utters. “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” The way, 
‘therefore, to find the real life is to come to 
Him who is the Source of Life. It is not by 
formulating rules and passing laws, as to that 
matter, that we must at last settle life’s great 
problems. It is rather for society to come 
under the life-giving influence of Him who is 
the Life in order that the hearts and wills and 
consciences of men may be so changed and so 
purified that they may know how to estimate 
rightly life, in themselves first, and then in all 
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of its relationships. This is the plan of Jesus 
Himself, and only in this way can life’s rela- 
tionships be so adjusted as to form a brother- 
hood among all men everywhere. Oh, that the 
Spirit of the Great Teacher may renovate us 
and dominate us—then shall we be able to settle 
all of our questions and disputes whether in 
. the family, in the city, in the state, in the na- 
tion, or among the nations of the world. 

Jesus answered and said unto them: “I 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” And 
in another place He proclaims Himself the One 
that gives life and gives it abundantly. To have 
Him, therefore, is to have life and is to prop- 
erly estimate it. Then shall we understand that 
life does not consist in wealth, in power, in 
glory, or in any earthly possession, but that life 
is in Him, and that life is the light of men, 


Twelve 


THE POTTER AND THE POTTERY 
Jeremiah 18:3 


The preacher has to have something to 
preach about. It is true that he has the most 
wonderful of all stories to tell. But the way 
he tells it and the approach he makes to it must 
vary each time he tells it. He must give 
thought, time, and prayer to his various sub- 
jects. Now, the preacher finds his subjects in 
numerous ways. Sometimes he comes upon a 
‘theme when he least expects it, and in the most 
unlooked-for place. God causes us to hear His 
words in both busy thoroughfares and way- 
side places. 

In this particular case, Jeremiah, the preach- 
er and prophet, was called upon to go down to 
the potter’s house. Preachers must be ever 
ready to answer the call to go any time it is 


made. But Jeremiah was not called upon to 
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preach at the potter’s house. He was not 
called upon to bring a message to the besweated 
workman there. It would have been quite ap- 
propriate for him to have preached to him, as 
to that matter; for all men need to hear the 
preacher’s message. But God called him down 
to the potter’s house in order that he might 
_ learn how really to preach. Not that Jerémiah 
was a poor preacher by any means. In fact, 
he was a preacher of wonderful insight and 
power, and had a marvelous gift of poetic 
utterance. But the potter and the wheel con- 
tained a lesson that even the majestic Jeremiah 
needed to learn. And what a lesson it was! 
It is richer than “all the philosophy that ever 
garmented itself in the cast-off splendors of 
yesterday.” The potter’s house became the 
seminary and God the instructor where Jere- 
miah learned his life’s profoundest lesson. 
From that hour his ministry and prophecy 
were enriched with a wealth of truth which he 
had never dreamed up to that time. 


I 


In the first place, the prophet learned the 
sublime fact that God is the Great Designer. 
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He learned that human life should not be hap- 
hazard, and unrelated. The lesson brought 
home to him that God has a plan in every one’s 
life. It does not matter who he may be, or 
whether he be gifted or not. All such ques- 
tions were not raised in this great lesson. 
Neither was the question of wealth or poverty 
spoken of. But God drove home to his heart 
in a concrete way the great fundamental truth 
of His sovereignty, His right to design all hu- 
man vessels; and that He has a special design 
for every life. 

Now, What shall I do with my life? is the 
greatest question any one ever asked. Great 
tragedy lies in the fact that so often we start 
the wrong way to get a right answer to this 
question. People who assume to be their own 
“masters and managers run amuck. Let us 
rather begin by asking, What sort of plan has 
God for my life? No man can fail, whoever 
he may be, who finds the plan of life God has 
for him. To find this plan and to work in 
harmony with it is our one business in the 
world. And let us remember that not one is 
lost sight of in all the earth’s myriad millions. 

And this implies that God is in His world. 
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The old machine idea of the world is both con- 
fusing and absurd. God did not make the 
world and then leave it. He is unceasingly 
working, everlastingly working, on your life 
and mine to carry out His original design. We 
do not live in a world of chance nor of luck. 
Whoever you are, remember there are divine 
fingers, fingers that flung the worlds and suns 
and systems into being, doing all in their power 
to mould your life and to make it one of sym- 
metry and beauty. 

There seems to be a general idea that God 
plans only the preacher’s life or the mission- 
ary’s life. Somehow, the idea prevails that 
God is a sort of specialist, selecting one here 
and one yonder for some religious task, while 
all others are left to shift as best they may in 
finding themselves and their relationship to 
God’s program in the world. But God does 
not carry on in His world in any such way. 
He plans every life; for all are of equal value 
in His sight. He does not respect one above 
another. He has a plan for your life, mine, 
and everybody’s. Think what dignity and 
grandeur life would hold for all of us should 
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this wonderful truth be kept in mind! O Great 
Potter of the Universe, have Thy way with us! 


II 


Now, the pot may be marred in the hands 
of the Potter. The fact that God designs 
one’s life does not guarantee it against being 
marred. No, “the hand of the Potter did not 
shake.”” The vessel was marred not because 
of the Potter, but in spite of Him. 

One way in which the vessel may be marred 
is by our determination to plan our own lives 
and to live them in our own way. Many of 
us decide to live as we please, regardless of any 
plan the Designer may have had for us. We 
take the reins of life in our own hands. The 
Potter’s design is set aside or ignored, while 
we travel a way of our own choosing. 

Men and women decide for themselves what 
they will do, without trying to discover what 
the will of God for them may be. It seems too 
great a risk for them to assume. They have a 
feeling that it would make life dull and un- 
colorful. Besides, God might even call them to 
be ministers or for service in some of earth’s 
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difficult fields. Therefore, they make out their 
own roads, plan their own vocations, and de- 
termine their own destinies. In this way, God 
is rendered helpless. The plan of life is no 
longer in His hands. 

And our human plans are all inadequate. It 
matters not who we are, we are not able to 
plan algne so colossal a thing as the living of 
life. So many of our plans are unworthy of 
ourselves and of the aim of the great Designer. 
We plan to be rich, forgetting the utter im- 
potence of gold to buy any of life’s real values. 
We plan to be happy, forgetting that happiness 
can not be planned. We plan to walk the paths 
of glory, forgetting that these same paths lead 
only to the grave. We plan to live a life of 
worldly pleasure, forgetful of the fact that 
such pleasure brings death and death only. Ah, 
the heartache and the tragedy of the solemn 
fact that we rob the Potter of His plan and 
adopt our own! We need but a glimpse at in- 
dividual lives, as well as the lives of nations, to 
see how all human plans have come to failure. 
God save us from marring the vessel by taking 
the plan of life away from the Planner. 

In the second place, the vessel is marred by 
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sin itselfi—sin, the grimmest fact of life. The 
vessel that He is shaping was marred in the 
process. And why? Have the fingers of the 
Potter lost their cunning, their deftness? Had 
He, for the moment, forgot how to shape the 
vessel? Oh, no! He who designed it also 
knows how to bring it to beautiful completion. 
Then what is the matter that it is marred? 
There was some unplastic substance in the clay. 
There was some sort of grit that prevented the 
pot from yielding wholly to the practiced hand 
of the Potter. 

Sin is grit, a substance that refuses to yield 
to the Potter’s art. It is more than merely 
setting the Potter’s design aside. It is con- 
flict, rebellion. Our wills clash with His will. 
‘An evil habit has laid hold upon our souls. 
A mean and sinful disposition resists the Pot- 
ter. Oh, the marred vessels! They are on our 
streets, in our shops, in our homes, all around 
us. The vessel was marred in the hands of the 
Potter. But it was not because of any lack of 
skill in the Potter’s holy art, but because of the 
substance of sin in the clay that resisted His 
skill. 
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III 


Now the vessel that was marred in the hands 
of the Potter is not thrown away. The latter 
part of the text tells us that the vessel that 
was marred in the hands of the Potter, He 
made over again. In this sentence, lies our 
hope. All of the love and glory and beauty of 
the God of the universe is glimpsed just here. 
The Potter, reshaping the marred pot, is a sight 
that ought to rejoice every man’s and woman’s 
soul, 

Prayerfully, reverently, Dear Heart, take a 
look into God’s workshop. He is remaking 
marred vessels. What patience, what persis- 
tence, what love, what compassion is revealed! 
God is in His workshop remaking broken lives. 
He does not want to let us go. He is not going 
to let us go as long as He can possibly help 
it. “So He made it again.” That is our hope. 
It is our only hope. It does not matter who 
you are. It matters not how far you have 
fallen, how greatly you have sinned. God de- 
sires to make you over again. He is doing His 
best. We may never know what God’s best is 
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in this world. We may never be able to under- 
stand it. It is expressed in the passion and 
sacrifice of the Cross. That is God’s best. All 
of the Divine energy is bent upon the task of 
reshaping and remaking the vessel that is 
marred. He remade St. Paul and Simon Peter 
and Mary Magdalene. His power has trans- 
formed marred vessels to vessels of beauty and 
of honor. Harold Begbie tells us of broken 
earthenware, by which he means broken lives. 
He also tells us how these same broken lives 
were healed and sanctified and glorified by the 
Almighty Potter at the wheel. 

Surely, it is a pity too deep for tears that 
the vessel was ever marred. It may never be 
all it might have been in this world. There 
_may be higher notes in life’s song that cannot 
be reached, heights that cannot be scaled, be- 
cause the vessel was once marred. But we need 
not waste our time here. Rather let us thank 
God that the vessel all marred can be remade 
and brought to symmetry and beauty, if only 
the vessel yields to His will and power. O 
marred Vessels, unsightly and unseemly, God 
desires to the utmost of His love to shape you 
yet once more. 
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